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THE RALLY REVIEWED 
Marji Brink 
The 10th anniversary of THE RALLY is now in 
the history books and has been deemed a success 
by the promoters. From most of the reports I 
read in your newsletters, you thought it was 
successful also.  
 

For the first two days the weather did not exactly 
cooperate. There was snow, sleet, rain and bitter 
cold, but most attendees were well prepared. On 
the third, day the sun came shinning through. 
The busing was also a problem at first. They 
didn’t take into account that most people would 
want to arrive at the same time in the morning 
and leave at the same time in the afternoon. On 
the first day, at closing time, there were 
thousands of people waiting in the cold for the 
buses. More buses were added, but because of 
the long lines the day before, more people 
decided to drive to Expo New Mexico. Now 
there were more people driving than riding the 
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buses, but by the third day it was much better. 
This was the first time The Rally had ever been 
held where the people were parked at one 
location while the festivities took place at 
another. A lot was learned from this experience. 
 

Those responsible for The Rally along with the 
vendors and RV dealers were very pleased with 
the attendance. There were 3112 family rigs, 
which were more than anticipated. There were 
also more Day Passes sold at this Rally than ever 
before. 
 

The indoor vendors were delighted with the 
weather the first couple days as people sought 
refuge from the rain and cold inside their 
buildings. One explained it by saying, “They 
knocked the cover off the ball.” Camping World 
said they sold more in three days here than they 
did in four days with FMCA. The tourism 
companies that exhibited also loved their results. 
 

Outdoors, the RV dealers did just as well: with 
our own United RV, Camping World RV Sales, 
and Rocky Mountain RV selling 13, 12, and 10 
units respectively. Another dealer brought only 
one rig to the Rally and sold it for $460,000.00, 
plus he has a few very good leads in the 
pipeline. One dealer said they had attended eight 
shows prior to coming to The Rally. Attendees 
at The Rally in Albuquerque were, hands down, 
the best and most enthusiastic they had dealt 
with this year. Other dealers were just as pleased 
with their sales. 
 

One other outside dealer, Livingston Cellars, 
who was off the beaten path, said they were 
swamped every day. Do you think it could have 
been the free wine samples they were providing? 
Well, do you? 
 

Yea, Albuquerque and New Mexico! You did 
great! The 2009 Rally was a success!!! 

THE DIRECTOR’S CORNER  
Hi everyone . . . . 
  

Well, the summer is half over and we will soon 
be seeing all of you at Red Rock Park in Gallup 
for the Fall Samboree. If you haven’t received a 
Registration Form yet, please find one here in 
the Gazette. Registration Forms are also 
available at www.nmgoodsam.com for the Fall 
Samboree. Please make your reservations 
early with Red Rock Park. The dates are 
September 15-20, the theme is Family Reunion, 
and we would love to have the entire New 
Mexico Good Sam Family attend. We hope to 
have a number of Good Sam folks from other 
states with us also. Please plan on some 
enjoyable entertainment, great fun getting 
involved in the games and crafts, and really 
enjoying being with all your Good Sam Family 
and friends. Be sure to bring your instruments 
and your singing voice for the Wednesday 
evening Jam Session. We know there is a lot of 
talent among you that needs unleashed. 
 

Please remember your chapter can help enhance 
the Samboree experience by obtaining door 
prizes. They should be of a $10.00 minimum 
value and not local gift certificates. 
 

Many of you attended The Rally in Albuquerque 
in April. For many of you, it was your first 
international rally and according to all reports, 
everyone had a very enjoyable time. Our State 
Committee meeting was held on Sunday, April 
19th during The Rally and twenty of our twenty-
three chapters were represented. 
 

There was considerable discussion regarding the 
expense of production and mailing of the 
Gazette which has averaged in excess of 
$2,000.00 for the past several years. These 
expenses have typically been paid with income 

from the sale of advertising space in the Gazette, 
but recently the income has been falling short of 
meeting the higher expenses. The increased 
expenses have been caused by both maintenance 
and repair cost of the state’s outdated copy 
equipment used in production of the Gazette and 
the increased postage costs. 
 

The State Committee voted to adopt the 
recommendation that, beginning with the 2010 
Spring Edition, the Gazette be published and 
placed on the New Mexico Good Sam Website. 
You can find the Gazette at 
www.nmgoodsam.com where you can read it, 
print it or down load and save it in your 
computer as an Adobe Reader.pdf file. The 
advertising will no longer be in the Gazette so it 
will be only half the size. It was agreed that 
those chapter members with internet access 
would print extra copies for the chapter 
members without computers. Each chapter can 
set up its own process with volunteers and, 
maybe, the buddy system.  
 

Rather than losing our advertising income, we 
will begin selling sponsor pages on our website 
to our advertisers. Their sponsor page would 
then be accessed far more than in our limited 
distribution Gazette as we have over 11,000 
Good Sam Members in New Mexico. For those 
sponsors that have their own website, their web 
page on our website can include a link back to 
the sponsor’s website. Maybe the income 
generated by this new program can be put to 
good use like enhancing the quality of your 
Samborees. 
 

We are saving a seat for you at the Samboree. 
See you there! 
 

Cordially, 
 

John Brink, NM State Director 
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2009 New Mexico Good Sam 
Organization 
State Staff  
Director 
John Brink  (Marji) 
25 Western Saddle Drive 
Tijeras, NM  87059 
jnmbrink@aol.com 
505-281-7229 
Cell: 505-604-8032 
 
Treasurer 
Judy Weatherford (Bill) 
540 Mesilla St, NE 
Albuquerque, NM  87108-2045 
judyinabq@aol.com 
505-254-2299 
Cell: 505-220-8427 
 
Wagonmaster 
Bob Ambler (Carol) 
1037 Sable Circle 
Las Cruces, NM  88001-2365 
Ambler5@msn.com 
575-647-3350 
Cell: 575-649-7770 
 
Secretary & Historian 
Sue Gholson (Sammy) 
218 West Laguna Ave 
Tucumcari, NM  88401 
SamrSue@msn.com 
575-461-3976 
Cell: 575-708-0101 
 
Northwest Assistant Director 
Bill Weatherford (Judy) 
540 Mesilla St, NE 
Albuquerque, NM  87108-2045 
KM5FT@aol.com 
505-254-2299 Cell: 505-220-8058 

 
Southwest Assistant Director 
Floyd Ewing (Elma) 
609 Western 
Socorro, NM  87801-5092 
Tawnee7@msn.com 
575-838-0582 
Cell: 505-372-1844 
 
Southeast Assistant Director 
Jim Browning  
200 O’Connor Road 
Roswell, NM  88203  
nmbean1@aol.com 
575-623-7019 
Cell: 575-626-1928 
 
Northeast Assistant Director 
Kathy Ballard (Ron) 
6944 Eastford Place NW 
Albuquerque, NM 87114 
rballard29@gmail.com 
505-890-8029 
Cell: 505-259-3143 
 
Chaplain 
Melvin Towner (Terry) 
Star Route 2, Box 175 
Socorro, NM  87801-5092 
townseed@sdc.org 
575-835-3351 
Cell: 505-507-5393 
 
Safety Officer 
Bob Sparks (Norma) 
PO Box 1041 
Socorro, NM  87801-1041 
spar3231@msn.com 
575-835-1814 
Cell: 575-835-1814 
 
 
 

Equipment Manager 
Stanley Burns 
PO Box 132 
Tucumcari, NM 88401 
JTSBetty@plateautel.net 
575-461-3500 
Cell: 575-403-5522 
 
Registration 
Wilma Dewey 
1124 Muriel NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87112-5630 
WD40GS@aol.com 
505-298-0688 
Cell: 505-362-6270 
 
Webmaster 
Ron Ballard  
6944 Eastford Place NW 
Albuquerque, NM 87114 
rballard29@gmail.com 
505-890-8029 
Cell: 505-259-3143 

 
Support Staff 
 
Computer Services  
Joyce Holmberg, President NMCS 
PMB 225 
1409 W Aztec Blvd, Ste 5 
Aztec, NM 87410 
lajefa@juno.com 
575-373-9659 
Cell: 575-644-8405 
 

Contact for Gazette Ads  
Judy Weatherford 
540 Mesilla St NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87108-2045 
judyinabq@aol.com 
505-254-2299 
Cell: 505-220-8427 
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Contact for Gazette Articles 
Wilma Dewey 
1124 Muriel NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87112-5630 
WD40GS@aol.com 
505-298-0688 
Cell: 505-362-6270 
 
 
Golden Halo Award Committee 
 
CHAIRMAN: 
Bobby Williams, Sr 
2101 Clayton 
Artesia, NM 8210-2567 
b_williamssr@hotmail.com 
575-746-3054 
Cell: 575-308-9021 
 

Susie Kuntz 
1601 Ranch Trail SE 
Albuquerque, NM  87123 
505-298-9293 
 

Joe & Leora Mitchell 
PO Box 4252 
Alamogordo, NM 88311-4252 
joeleora35@yahoo.com. 
575-434-5376 
 

Walt & Von Roberts 
 1111  10th Street  #535 
Alamogordo, NM  88310-6473 
575-430-5460 

 
Chapter Presidents 
 
Northwest District 
 
3 River Sams 
Mike Alexander 
770 Natane Avenue 

Farmington, NM 87401 
mikealex@advantas.net 
505-330-9344 
 
Duke City Sams 
Vic Velasquez 
605 Las Marias Dr SE 
Rio Rancho, NM 87124-1212 
avfw@flash.net 
505-892-0754 
 
Manzanita Sams 
Doris Nix 
46 Moonbeam Ranch Rd 
Edgewood, NM 87015-8784 
hlnixdquilt@netzero.net 
505-281-3001 
 
Rio Rancho Sams 
Pete Agrusa 
6245 Wildflower Pass Dr 
Rio Rancho, NM 87144 
RRSamPete@yahoo.com 
505-867-5382 
 
Sunrise Sams 
Kim Bloom 
33 Sunrise Bluffs 
Belen, NM 87002 
KBJB45@q.com 
505-861-0580 
 
 
Zia Roamers 
Audie Warford 
1191 Laurel Place NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87122-1185 
505-856-1376 
 
Southwest District 

 
Doña Ana Peppers 
Larry McBride 
402 Easy Living Drive 
Las Cruces, NM 88005 
lmcbride6419@yahoo.com 
575-523-5939 
 
Los Paisanos 
Larry Eakin 
1700 Buena Vista Ct 
Alamogordo, NM 88310-4707 
leakin@hauns.com 
575-437-7797 
 
Los Somberos Locos 
Charlene Jones 
1800 Martha Drive 
Las Cruces, NM 88001-1641 
jones1839@hotmail.com  
575-524-0276 
 
M Mountain Sams 
Melvin Towner 
Star Route 2, Box 175 
Socorro, NM 87801-5092 
townseed@sdc.org 
575-835-3351 
 
Mesilla Valley Sams 
Ken Perrone 
630 King James Ave 
Las Cruces, NM 88007-5380 
perronel@comcast.n 
575-647-5333 
 
Mimbres Valley Sams 
Jan Menter 
2016 Santa Monica 
Deming, NM 88030 
wanders1@msn.com 
575-546-8728 
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NM Computer Sams 
Joyce Holmberg 
PMB 225 
1409 W Aztec Blvd, 
Suite 5 
Aztec, NM 87410-1874 
lajefa@juno.com 
575-373-9659 
 
Sierra Sams 
Jill Hart 
P O Box 1106 
Elephant Butte, NM 87935-1106 
juliejill08@aol.com 
575-744-5467 
 
Northeast District 
 
East Mountain Sun Chasers 
Janet Beard 
9633 Del Fuego Circle NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87113-2322 
Jan.Beard@energyctrl.com 
505-899-8051 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eldorado Roadrunners 
Bill Bodle 
34 Mimosa Road 
Santa Fe, NM 87509-3919 
bbodle67@aol.com 
505-466-3011 
Cell: 505-490-2150 
 
Pajarito Sams 
Ron Strong 
189 Venado 
Los Alamos, NM 87544-2432 
rdstrong@ixpres.com 
505-662-7919 
 
Tucum Sams 
Duane Bradley 
2402 S. 2nd. St. 
Tucumcari, NM 88401-3248 
dnpat2@plateautel.net  
575-461-0154 
 
Southeast District 
 
Bulldog Sams 
Floyd Greek Economides 
1505 W Briscoe 
Artesia, NM 88210-2217 
artesiagreek@yahoo.com 

575-746-3894 
 
Cactus Sams 
Glynn Turner 
3716 E. Grand Plains 
Roswell, NM 88203-9005 
gturner@plateautel.net 
575-623-3602 
 
Caveman Sams 
Bernadette Brininstool 
3308 San Jose Blvd 
Carlsbad, NM 88220-5378 
heidib@plateautel.net 
575-885-4248 
 
Conestoga Sams 
Douglas Toombs 
2850 S Roosevelt Road U 
Pep, NM 88126 
demet@yucca.net 
575-477-2495 
 
Los Amigos Sams 
Barbara Robertson 
2203 Utah 
Carlsbad, NM 88220-3337 
575-885-1016 
 

 
CROSSROADS 
Melvin & Terry Towner, Chaplain 
As we look at the world news these days, we see and hear 
things that are very troubling. God says fret not: read my 
word in the Holy Bible and you will see just what is going 
on. It has all been laid out in scripture from the beginning. 
Since my new life began some thirty-two years ago, when I 

was born again, God has shown me the end from the beginning. Accept the Lord 
as your Savior and you will be able to do the same. 
 
As your Chaplain, please let me know of anyone in need of special prayers, 

visits, and/or counseling. Know that I am here for you. I can be reached at 575-
835-3351 (home) or 505-507- 5393 (cell). 
 
To those of you who have lost fellow members this past year, our most sincere 
sympathy goes out to you. We are going to have a Memorial Board display at 
the Samboree and would like to have a picture of your deceased loved one on 
that Board. We would like the pictures to be 5" x 7" but if that is not possible, 
send what you have and we will make it work.  
 
Come and join Terry and me Sunday morning at our Samboree Fellowship. We 
will review some of what God says is going on at present. In addition, we are 
going to have some very good music for you. 
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Region 2 Samborees 
 
2009 
Colorado Freedom for All Samboree:  8/13-8/16,  
$55., $60., $65. 
Gunnison Fairgrounds, Gunnison, CO 
www.coloradogoodsam.org 
 
Nevada Harvest Time Samboree:  9/24 - 9/26, $55. 
Winnemucca Events Center 
Winnemucca, NV 
 
So California Octoberfest Samboree:  10/30 - 11/1, $70. 
Antelope Valley Fairgrounds 
Lancaster, CA 
 
2010 
Arizona Happy Hobo Holiday Samboree:  3/3 - 3/7, $90. 
Yuma County Fairgrounds, Yuma, AZ 
joyceinmesa@yahoo.com 
 
Nevada St. Patrick’s Day Celebration:  3/11 - 3/13, $65. 
Avi Resort & Casino 
Laughlin, NV 
 
Northern California Saint Patrick’s Day Samboree:   
4/28 - 5/2, $77. 
Lodi Grape Festival Ground, Lodi, CA 
 
 

 
Minister: Do you know what’s in the Bible? 
Little Girl: Yes, I think I know everything that’s in it. 
Minister: You do? Tell me. 
LittleGirl: OK. There’s a picture of my brother’s girlfriend, a ticket 
from the dry cleaners, one of my curls and a Pizza Hut coupon. 

 

 
LET US ENTERTAIN YOU 

 
Plan to enjoy the Evening Entertainment at the Fall 
Samboree. 
 
Tuesday – Opening Ceremonies – Parade of Flags 
Wednesday - Jam Session/Talent Night– Bring your 
instruments, music and singing voice 

Thursday – Hack Andrews – Nashville Singer/Writer/Guitarist/Entertainer 
Friday –The Westerners – Country/Western Singers from Socorro 
Saturday – Gallup High School Vocal Ensemble – Director: Roy Stubbs 
 
 
NE ASSISTANT STATE DIRECTOR   
by Kathy Ballard 
 

As the newly appointed Assistant State Director for the NE District, I would 
like to introduce myself. 
 

My husband Ron and I, by all accounts, are fairly new to RVing (about 2-1/2 
years) but have jumped in from the beginning to be active members of both 
the Zia Roamers and New Mexico Computer Sams.  We regularly attend 
monthly campouts, luncheons, NMCS work meetings and the Fall and Spring 
Samborees.   
 

Ron has designed the Zia website and recently redesigned the State website 
as well as serving as 1st Vice President and 2nd Vice President for the NMCS 
and Zia Roamers respectively.  I have spent time learning how chapters 
function and what the State organization does.   I have taken an interest in 
recruiting and membership.  I served as 1st Vice President and then assumed 
the Presidency of the Zia Roamers for 2008 when our President resigned.  
This year I am the Secretary for both the Zia Roamers and NM Computer 
Sams as well as the Treasurer for the Los Sombreros Locos.   
 

Joining a Chapter (Zia Roamers) with such longevity and realizing that 
membership was dwindling due to the age of the members, I began working 
with other members in the chapter to recruit new members.  Through a 
variety of venues, the Chapter was able last year to recruit 13 new members.  
Membership and harmony within the chapter is key (in my opinion) to 
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keeping the chapter alive.  I also believe that introducing new activities and 
listening to membership concerns and interests is key to retention of its 
members. 
 

I hope to meet all of you from the NE District at the Fall Samboree.  I will be 
happy to attend any chapter function, meet or speak with you individually, 
help with any problems, share ideas about recruiting and retention and 
generally be available to assist you in whatever way I can.  My home number 
is 505-890-8029 or you can reach me on my cell phone at any time at 505-
259-3143.      See you in September. 
 
Cactus Sams 
Glynn Turner, President 
Cactus Sams Chapter has had a busy year and has gained 4 new members – 2 
rigs. The January meeting was held at the UFO Museum with a catered meal. 
There were 46 members present. Joyce and Larry Newsom received our Member 
of The Year Award. February found 43 members back at the UFO Museum for a 
Pizza Party and meeting. New members Eddie and Peggy Helms were 
welcomed. 
 

Thirteen rigs attended the March campout at Hacienda RV Resort in Las Cruces 
where we enjoyed eating, shopping, games, a craft and a party hosted by the RV 
Park. Some members toured the Farm and Ranch Museum. Members were 
encouraged to attend The Rally in April. Six of the rigs then traveled to City of 
Rocks and Silver City after the campout. We went to the Gila Cliff Dwellings 
and the Cat Walk. 
 

April brought thirty members to the Turner’s for a cook out and meeting. Chris 
and Tammy Clements were approved for membership. We were all saddened by 
the loss of our member, Margaret Browning. She made our Chapter what it is 
today. Eleven members attended The Rally in Albuquerque with most of them 
staying at the Bernalillo KOA. We experienced snow, rain and sunshine while at 
The Rally. Members made contributions (i.e. purchases from) to the vendors, 
enjoyed the entertainment and attended the seminars. 
 

May brought 8 rigs to the Loop-285 RV Park in Lubbock. We attended the laser 
light show at the Moody Planetarium, went to the Texas Tech Museum, attended 
a play at the Cactus Theater and toured the Lubbock Lake Landmark. On May 9, 
our Chapter cleaned 3 miles of roadside leading to the Bottomless Lakes and 
then enjoyed a sack lunch at the park. 
 

Our June 6th, our Garage Sale was a huge success with lots of help from 
members and donations. Two Scholarships were awarded this year from our 
profit. The June campout was held at Deer Spring at Mayhill. We enjoyed the 

cool weather, good food, games and fellowship. 
 

Our schedule for the upcoming months is July in Amarillo; August at 
Guadlipeta; September at Deer Spring and Samboree in Gallup; October in 
Ruidoso; and November and December at the UFO Museum. Come join us at 
any time. 
 

Los Sombreros Locos 
 
The only things of interest that have occurred in the Chapter since the last 
Gazette were the attendance at the State Committee Meeting during the Rally 
and the input of web page information for the State’s web page by the Chapter 
President, Charlene Jones!   
 

The next Chapter meeting will be at the Fall Samboree at Red Rock.  We have 
arranged for a lunch at Coal Street Pub on Thursday, September 17.  Menu 
choices will be a Grilled Salmon Salad or two enchiladas with cheese.  Your 
choice of entrée plus a drink will be $9, tax and tip included.  There will be a 
sign up sheet…If you’re coming, be sure to put your name down by Wednesday 
at  2:00 pm.    
 

Our Charities This Year 
 
We have two local charities this year. One is the Manuelito Children’s Home 
which we have supported in the past. The other is the Little Sisters of the Poor, a 
residential facility for the elderly.  
 

Manuelito Children’s Home needs non-perishable food, paper goods, sheets for 
twin beds, toiletry items, towels and wash cloths. They could also use clothing 
(size 10 and up), school supplies, backpacks, and computers (desk top or lap 
top). 
 

The Little Sisters of the Poor asked for Fixodent, denture cleaner, mouthwash, 
Depends, and other toiletry items such as body lotion. 
 

We will have the book sale/exchange again this year. All the money from the 
book sale, plus any donations, will be used to buy Dairy Queen gift cards for the 
residents of the Little Sisters of the Poor facility. 
 

The Donation Boxes will be located near the stage and the Can for Money 
Donations will be at the Book Exchange. 
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By Jam Menter, President 
 
MVS has been very busy since the last update of our 
history.   
 
Some of the activities for 2008 included potlucks with 
meetings at the Little Vineyard RV Park.  MVS 
participated in the following activities: 

We had 7 rigs represented at the Spring Samboree in 
Roswell and served a spaghetti dinner.  

In May, we had a campout at Pancho Villa State Park in Columbus, NM with 9 
rigs present.  We had a great time as it was Pancho Villa Days. We played games, 
had a potluck and a luncheon with door prizes at The Pink Store in Palomas, 
Chihuahua, Mexico.  

We picked up trash on September 6th in recognition of Clean Up America Day.  
We had the Mayor of Deming sign a proclamation recognizing the clean up day.  

The Chapter made a donation to Deming Helping Hands. President Jan Menter 
and Treasurer John Cox made the presentation to Board Member Erik Scott.  

In October, we participated in the SW Fish Fry at Caballo State Park. 
November’s campout was at Hidden Valley RV Resort. We had a good time with 
ATVs and just relaxing. 
December was our Christmas Party at the Old Customs House and had our 
installation of officers.  We had 30 members  in attendance. 
2009 has also been a busy year. 

January’s meeting was a potluck at the Vineyard  RV Park. 
February’s  luncheon was at the Rancher’s Grill.  We received our Dogs for the 

Deaf patches at this meeting. 
March 4-8th was the Arizona State Samboree. 
In April, some of our members went to The Rally in Albuquerque, NM, and 6 rigs 

went to Alamogordo and White Sands National Monument. 
In May, we were back down at Pancho Villa State Park for a meeting, campout 

and lunch at the Pink Store. 
Lake Roberts was the June campout where we elected officers for next year. 

President elect: Laura Wiest 
Vice-President elect: Connie Zawacki 
Secretary elect:  Jan Menter 
Treasurer elect:  John Cox 

            Wagonmaster elect:  Jim Zawacki 
We are planning to attend the Samboree in Gallup, the SW Region campout at 
Caballo and have a Thanksgiving Dinner at our November campout at Hidden 
Valley RV Resort 
 

 
 

SW ASSISTANT STATE DIRECTOR 
Floyd  Ewing 
Well, The Rally finally came and went and I haven’t heard of any problems 
associated with it yet. The entertainment was great, at least what we attended, and 
Sadeka and the Osmonds are still delightful to listen to. The weather could have been 
a little more cooperative but all in all it turned out pretty good. There appeared to be 
an abundance of folks from out of the state and area. So, if you enjoyed The Rally, 
plan on attending another one in the near future. The next Rally will be in Louisville, 
KY, July 22-25, 2010. 
 

Now to our regular stuff.   Plan to attend the Fall Samboree in Gallup in September 
and bring your friends old and new. After the Fall Samboree plan on joining other 
chapters from the southwest in a cook out and get together at Caballo State Park the 
third weekend of October. I will e-mail the chapter presidents and expect them to get 
a head count to me. We will be cooking whatever meat you have brought for 
yourselves.  You also need to bring a salad or desert for four people. Your presidents 
will give you more info as they get it. Let’s have another great turnout. 
 

Chapter presidents remember to turn in the names of your newly departed folks to 
Melvin and Terry for the memorial service 
 

Dona Ana Peppers 
Since the last Gazette (Feb/Mar 2009), the Dona Ana Peppers (DAP) have had a 
campout every month.  The Chapter has 22 memberships and in March, seven (7) 
hardy members made the trek to Camp Thunderbird near Lake Roberts.  In April, the 
DAP was represented at the RALLY by nine (9) members. In May, eight (8) loyal 
members made the meeting at Alamogordo.  A campout is planned for June at 
Mountainair, NM. A campout is planned for July in Ruidoso, NM. 
 

Unfortunately, the campout for August in Cortez, CO was canceled due to lack of 
participation so an in town meeting will be called. 
 

Some will attend the Fall Samboree at Red Rock, NM,  in September and campouts 
are planned for October at Caballo Lake, NM; in Deming, NM in November and our 
usual Christmas luncheon the first part of December in Las Cruces.  
 

Signs & Such at Fall Samboree   
 

We are very pleased to announce that John & Diane Moore, owners of Signs & Such 
from Rowlett, Texas will be at our Fall Samboree. They are our provider of Name 
Tags/Bolo Ties, Signs & Pins of any size, Good Sam License Plates and even Italian 
Charm Bracelets with charms of important events. The charms can be of the 
Samborees you have attended, your grand-children’s names or whatever events are 
worthy of fond memories. Start getting your chapter’s order together now for 
any Name Tag/Bolos, etc. your members need or want. 
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Good Sam Website 
www.nmgoodsam.com 
John Brink, State Director  
 

Your New Mexico Good Sam website continues to improve and now includes links 
to several added areas with more to be added. The links presently include: 
 

State Staff and Support: Lists all of our State Staff and Support folks including 
their addresses, phone numbers and e-mail addresses.   

 

NM GS Chapters: Lists each city or town where a chapter is located. When you 
select a city, the chapter/chapters there are shown. When you click on a chapter, 
the chapter’s page will open. This page is the opportunity for each chapter to 
promote their chapter to potential members that might come to the website. It 
should give information regarding meeting and campout schedules, activities, 
fellowship and the procedure to become a member including contact 
information. Only a few Chapter web pages are missing.  If your chapter’s 
web page is still not included, you are missing a significant recruiting tool to 
attract new members. 

 

NM Samborees: Access to a page that explains “What is a Good Sam Samboree?”  
There is access to pages describing upcoming Samborees including a link to 
easily print the registration form.  

 

What is a Chapter: Access to a page that describes and promotes “What is a Good 
Sam Chapter?” to prospective chapter members that come to the Website. 

 

Links to be added: In this information age, the possibilities are many.  Very soon 
we will be adding a Link to Sponsors with paid advertisement pages for dealers 
and merchants of the RV community.  Gold Sponsors will have a web page that 
includes a link to their company website. Silver Sponsors that do not have their 
own website will have a web page that does not include a link.  

 

Gazette Online: This issue of the Gazette, without advertisements, will be placed on 
the State Website so that you can read it, print it or download it. This will give 
you the opportunity to become acquainted with the way the Gazette will be 
provided beginning in 2010. It will also give the New Mexico Computer Sams 
and our State Webmaster, Ron Ballard experience in preparing an electronic 
version. 

 

We wish to thank Ron Ballard, our State Webmaster, for doing a great job. Please 
feel free to make suggestions of additional ways the website can be used to benefit 
New Mexico Good Sams. Your help in selling Sponsor Ads will be greatly 
appreciated and a significant benefit to the future of the New Mexico Good Sam 
Organization. 
 

 

SECRETARY/HISTORIAN 
Sue Gohlson 
As the time nears for the Fall Samboree, I have been remembering what good 
times we have had with all the different people over the years.  It is always a 
joyous time playing games, going on the tours and, of course, eating. 
 

We always look forward to seeing everyone, especially those who have missed a 
Samboree here and there.   
 

The Tucum Sams received their Charter on July 22, 1993, that’s 16 years ago.  
Where did the time go?  I remember Lee Jones, a Past New Mexico State 
Director telling me, “The first years of a Chapter are the “fun” years, then after a 
while as the membership ages, the Chapter changes”. Boy, was he ever right. 
 

I read the newsletters as I receive them for filing, and I recognize how many 
Chapters in our State Organization are struggling to “stay afloat”.  We have no 
magic wand to wave and make it better; we just need to keep up the work of 
trying to attract new members. The prospect of offering a first year of FREE 
MEMBERSHIP to your chapter might help. Then again, you might only attract 
the “Free Loaders”. As I said, we don’t know all the answers.   
 

I admire and appreciate the Chapters that are trying to increase their membership 
and are still willing to put forth the effort to build the Chapter. 
 

Please remember your Assistant State Directors and the State Director are 
always willing to give you a hand. 
 

I must bug you once again, and ask you as a Chapter, to be sure and send your 
newsletters to the State. These are kept on file and used by your chapter 
members to get information in order to award other Chapter members eligible for 
various recognitions. Sometimes the members need to use this means to surprise 
perhaps the President of a Chapter or other officers.  
 

See you in a few weeks at Gallup! 
 

Tucum Family Reunion 
Bill Stamper 
Please come and join “Our” Family’s Reunion at the Samboree. This family 
holds their reunions in varied places. They have seen the Blue Bonnets of Texas, 
Old Threshers in Iowa, the Casinos of Nevada for just a few of the places.  We 
hope you will come and join us at our 2009 reunion.  We have a very diverse 
family from all types and styles of life.  We have the pure of heart and some not 
so pure. Our Family motto to live by is: 
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Not Liking the Food 
Benny Montoya, Los Paisanos Storyteller 
Two couples, who are close friends, are riding in a car on their way to the casino.  
On the way, they decided to have lunch at a local area truck stop.  Their orders 
consist of three waters, one beer, three cups of tortilla soup with bacon-cheese half 
sandwich, and one bowl of tortilla soup.  Orders such as this leave little room for 
waitress errors and facilitate good customer service.  Then as the brunette waitress 
picked up the empty dishes, I told her we had not liked the food.  “It is quite 
obvious,” she replied. 
 

On the way back from the casino, we stopped at the same truck stop for something to 
eat before getting home.  The order called for three waters, one coffee, three bowls 
of beef stew and one chili meat soup.  We enjoyed our food and then we ordered 
dessert. Two pieces of pecan pie, with ice cream please, as both couples agreed to 
share amongst themselves. The desserts were very good and in short order they were 
completely gone.  When the busboy picked up our empty dessert dishes, I told him 
we did not like it.  He appeared shocked as he made a funny face and said “OK, I’ll 
go tell someone!” 
 

About five minutes later, the red headed waitress comes out of the kitchen and 
confronts us.  She loudly said “I can understand you all not liking the food, but when 
you lick the plates clean, I simply cannot give you all any kind of discount!”  We all 
laughed as we were surprised her comeback.  Needless to say, we paid the checks 
and of course, left her hefty tips.  She certainly earned them.�
 
East Mountain Sun Chasers 
Jan Beard, President 

The East Mountain Sun Chasers has been growing over the past year.  We now 
have twenty-four members.  We have enjoyed camping in Santa Fe, Taos and 
Magdalena. We have plans for camping in Chama, Las Vegas, the Samboree and 
Magdalena.  We play games, have great conversations, great food, and an all 
around  good time together. The Sun Chasers Chapter is still a group in the 
making.  We are still learning as we go and having fun doing it.  We welcome 
anyone to join us on our campouts; we always go on the third weekend of the 
month.  Our chapter is going to sell water and sodas at the Samboree.  Come see 
us at our booth at the Samboree. We would love to visit with everyone. 
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Games Chairperson 
Norma Sparks 
Bob and Norma Sparks are in charge of the games this year. We encourage each 
and every one of you to get out and enter the games. If you don’t know how to 
play certain games, be in Room A on Tuesday afternoon and there will be people 
to help teach. Awards will be presented each  evening and the winners will walk 
in front of the audience to receive their ribbon. At that time, your chapter 
members may take pictures. COME! PARTICIPATE! HAVE FUN! 
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NW ASSISTANT STATE DIRECTOR 
Bill Weatherford 
We hope your summer was enjoyable and that you had a good time camping with 
your chapter. 
 

How are you doing with recruiting new members? 
 

Do you have your chapter website set up?  If the answer is yes, is it linked to the 
State Good Sam website?  
 

Does your chapter have a page on the NM State Good Sam website?  If not, why 
not?  The chapters that have done this say it is a good recruiting tool.  If you have 
questions about the website, or need more information, please contact the NM Good 
Sam Webmaster, Ron Ballard, at rballard29@gmail.com. 
 

The Rally has come and gone and now it’s time for the Fall Samboree.  We hope to 
see you there.  The theme this year is Family Reunion and a jam session is planned 
for Wednesday evening.  If you would like to be part of it, bring your musical 
instrument or your best singing voice and show off your talent. 
 

There was a Samboree registration form in the spring issue of the Gazette and there 
is another in this issue.  If you have internet access, you can download the 
registration form from the New Mexico Good Sam website (www.nmgoodsam.com).  
Please remember that your registration fee only covers the Samboree and dry 
camping.  If you have not already done so, please call the Red Rock Park office at 
(505) 722-3839 to reserve your parking spot.  The cost this year will be $11.55 per 
night.  
 

The chapter newsletters are very much appreciated.  Please keep them coming.  
 

Be safe, have fun, and we’ll see you in Gallup. 

 
Artesia Bulldog Sams 
Ann Bannon, Secretary 

We started out the New Year with our January meeting. Shelled pecans have 
been our major fundraiser, and again there were pecans to be handed out to be 
shelled. The monies raised goes to a variety of local charities. 
 

The Artesia Senior Quilters put together a beautiful quilt and presented it to us 
for a fundraiser. It will be given to some lucky person in November. 
 

A tentative campout schedule was set up with most of the trips being fairly close 
to home. March and April’s trips were cancelled because of a variety of illnesses, 
surgeries and doctor appointments. May found us at Oasis State Park at Portales. 
Only three rigs were able to attend, but it was a very relaxing time (and Greek 
got to go fishing!). June’s campout was at Deer Spring RV Park at Mayhill. This 
time 5 rigs were able to attend. We enjoyed potluck meals everyday and played 
cards/dominos several nights. The weather was great – cool with rain three of the 

days. It was hard to turn the rigs toward home and the heat. 
 

The schedule for the rest of the year includes July/Palo Duro Canyon, 
August/Circle Cross in Timberon, Ice Cream social on August 21, 
September/Fall Samboree in Gallup and a trip yet to be determined in October. 
 
 
SE  ASSISTANT STATE DIRECTOR 
Jim Browning 
I have contacted over 30 vendors for this fall’s State Samboree.  It is my hope we 
will be able to offer a variety of items that will be of interest to the attendees. We 
will have a vendor who will make signs, name tags and other essential items needed 
by your chapter members. So make your list. See page 8 of this publication for an 
article about this vendor. 
 

The State Staff met in Gallup to lay out plans for this Samboree. I look forward to 
working with the various chapters, members and visitors. 
 
 
STATE REGISTRAR 
Wilma Dewey 
As a part of the new state staff, I would like to welcome all of you to the 2009 New 
Mexico Fall Samboree in Gallup. Look for registration forms in this publication and 
mail them to Judy Weatherford, State Treasurer, as soon as possible. One change for 
this year is that the Registration Desk will open at 8:00 AM on Tuesday. The official 
opening ceremonies will be on Tuesday evening. During the day on Tuesday, you 
may visit vendors, old friends, make new friends and there will be people available 
to teach games, if you wish to learn them. The parking crew will meet you at the 
entrance, greet you and send you in the direction you need to go. I am not going into 
a lot of detail here, but I encourage you to take a close look at Saturday on the 
program. The working people who can’t come till the weekend will have things they 
can do. I am looking forward to seeing all your smiling faces at this year’s Good 
Sam Family Reunion. 
 
2009 Chapter Happenings for the Los Paisanos 
Larry Eakin, President 
Our Chapter has been very busy this year with at least one gathering or outing 
held every month. 
 

January was our slowest month as we met at a local eatery in town to hold our 
monthly meeting making sure no one went hungry. We then spent the afternoon 
playing games. 
 

From then on, we were gallivanting all over the countryside near and far.  We 
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started off with a trip to Laughlin, NV in February. March took us to Valley Of 
Fires Recreation area near Carrizozo.  In April, the National Rally was held in 
Albuquerque and was attended by some of our group as their first Rally ever.  
May brought out 19 member rigs of our group to Alto, NM where we stayed for 
several days at Little Creek RV Park.  Fun, food and tournament games were 
held for the first time with winners playing Joker, Bean Bag Baseball, Bean Bag 
Toss and our first ever Pancake Cook-off.  This year we assembled in Timberon, 
NM for our June outing.  We make this a week long outing for anyone who 
wants to go.  It is one of our favorite places to go throughout the year.  July took 
a bunch of our group off to Williams, AZ, for a train ride to and from the Grand 
Canyon and a bus tour at the Canyon.  A meal was furnished as part of the 
package and on the way back home, a stop off in Sonora, AZ was made by some 
of them.  August had us traveling to the almost ghost towns of Winston and 
Chloride, NM for sightseeing and to experience the history of the area.  One of 
our members was born and raised there so he was able to give an insight to what 
really happened in and around the towns.  We also held our 2010 planning 
meeting in August at a local restaurant to get a head start on places to go next 
year.  We have traveled a bunch of miles this year.  Our Wagonmaster has done 
a superb job keeping track of our outings and those who signed up to join in.  We 
pride ourselves in the fact that our choices for trips and outings are quite variable 
in purpose, thus allowing all of our members and guests several choices of places 
to join our Chapter activities. 
 

Throughout the year, we have opened our Chapter to some potential new 
members who are considering joining our group.  We are always talking to other 
travelers who we think may be interested in joining us and participating in our 
ongoing activities. 
 

We still have September, October and November outings planned and will wind 
up the year with our December Christmas dinner which is probably our biggest 
attended function of the year.  It also gives us all a chance to dress up and really 
look good. 
 

No matter where we are, our warm atmosphere throughout the Chapter always 
brings out the best in all of us and that is what the Good Sam Club and Chapters 
are all about. 
 
Gold from Eldorado Roadrunners 
Bill Bodle, VP 
The year has been going well for us. We lost two members due to moving from 
the area but soon replaced them. In May, we participated in two things in 
Eldorado, a community flea market with proceeds going to Dogs for the Deaf 
and our road cleanup. A large number of our members participated as they both 
fell on the same day.  In May, we had our first outing of the year when six of our 

rigs traveled to Pancho Villa SP on the 18,19 and 20th and visited Palomas, 
Chihuahua, Mexico.  All is quiet there now. We have another charitable program 
started.  We are raffling off an iPod with all proceeds going to the Eldorado 
Volunteer Fire & Rescue Dept.   
 

We have monthly trips planned thru October with our next one on June 22, 23 & 
24th to Pagosa Springs, CO.  
 

That’s all for now.  Hope to see you on the road. 
 
Conestoga Good Sams 
Mary Clotfelter 
The Conestoga Sams, Portales, NM, first meeting of the New Year 2009 
gathered at 1:30 on January 23 in the COPE Building on the ENMU campus for 
an afternoon of games, refreshments and catching up on activities and visiting. 
We are fortunate to have two retired emeriti professors in our chapter who have 
access to the COPE Building for meetings.  The eight rigs are faithful in 
attendance with an average attendance of 14 to 15 at the meetings.  The ladies 
enjoy a social hour each first Monday of the month at Burger King. 
 

Golden Acres was the meeting place for our Feb. 20th meeting, with holiday 
decorations.  Plenty of food was consumed with games following.  The 42 
players seem to make the most noise above the other games being played.  Fun 
was enjoyed by all. 
 
LaVerne and George Scheller hosted the March 21 luncheon at Hacienda 
Restaurant before adjourning to the COPE Building for business meeting and an 
afternoon of games.  
 

The Rally in Albuquerque, NM April 17-20 was fun, hot weather with rain and 
much walking.  Our group had trouble making connections with the shuttle vans 
and got to exercise their legs.  Parking was “near” but still far away.   The 
seminars, crafts,  art exhibits,  shops, etc. were explored. The Chapel service 
Sunday was special!  We women spent  our wad on new garments, cleaning 
materials, you name it, it was there.  Unbelievable at the sea of RVs parked at 
the Balloon Festival Park.  For us eastside New Mexicans, it blew our minds. We 
were thrilled when we recognized members from other state Good Sam chapters.   
LaVerne Coffman Scheller, Jessie Edwards, and Cecil and Mary Clotfelter had a 
field day at The Rally. 
  

  
Bottomless Lakes State Park, southeast  of Roswell, was a wonderful campout 
with the Lees, Toombs, Schellers, Frankye King & Fayrene Powers. and the 
Clotfelters attending the May 7-10 camp.  The large shelter was reserved for our 
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campers.  The various drives through the park showed the beauty of the early 
day formations, the many beautiful lakes, wild life and mother nature at her best.  
A great place for a campout; we must go back. 
 

June 11 was a trip to Fort Sumner for the Frontier Days, Billy the Kid 
celebration.  Our small group enjoyed the long downtown  parade.  Making the 
trip were the Schellers and Clotfelters.  The museum there is to be seen by all 
means.  Unbelievable! 
 
July 26 five rigs will depart for Canyon to tour the museum there before 
journeying to Palo Duro Canyon for camping to attend the TEXAS Play Friday 
night.  Those going will be the Toombs, Lees, Schellers, Parkinsons, and 
Frankye.  
 
J.E. McKillip, our very dear member, died June 25, 2009. 
 
2009 Arts and Crafts Show 
Dottie Lee 
Our show will be held again this year at the State Samboree in Gallup. We will 
begin taking entries at noon Thursday, September 17, 2009. Entries will close at 
5 pm so the staff can prepare for the judges. The judging will start at 7 pm. 
 

The judges will award 1st, 2nd  or 3rd place ribbons to all entries that they deem 
worthy. If we have enough entries, a Best of Lot will be awarded in each 
category. After the judging is complete, the judges will choose one item to be 
awarded a rosette ribbon for Judges’ Choice. The viewing will begin at 8 am 
Friday morning. At that time, there will be a ballot box for the viewers to choose 
the Viewers’ Choice item. The winner will receive a ribbon to be awarded at the 
evening festivities. 
 

If you have any questions about your article(s), send me an e-mail and I will try 
to assist you. In fact, if you would like to register early, send me a list of your 
items and we can have part of the paperwork completed. 
 

So, come on everyone. Bring your handcrafted items to Gallup so we can see 
what you are doing. We are looking forward to a fun show. 
 

STATE WAGONMASTER 
Bob Ambler 
Hi Samboree bound New Mexico Good Samers. As your new Wagonmaster, I and 
some volunteers will be welcoming you to the State Samboree at Red Rock Park this 
September. For those old timers who already have their reservations, we will just get 
you started. For all others, we will be greeting you as you arrive and will assist you 
in any manner necessary. For those of you who wish to call for your reservations 

now, the phone number at Red Rock Park is 505-722-3839. All sites have water and 
electric (20-30-50 amp) and the fee per night is $11.55. Dry camping and generator 
areas are available and included in your registration fee, but at these rates, hook-ups 
are very nice. 
 
In order to get everyone greeted and started in the right direction, I would like to 
have a few volunteers. With enough help, the job will only require each person to put 
in a couple of hours each day. Please call me at 575-647-3350 or 575-649-7770 and 
help me get this Samboree started right. THANKS. 
 
Duke City Sams 2008 
Vic Velasquez, President 
 

2009 has not been a very good year for the Duke City Sams. January and 
February luncheons were well attended, but participation and attendance at 
campouts and other events have declined to the point of one campout being 
cancelled as only two rigs were going. However, there were 4 rigs that made the 
June campout to Jemez Falls. Three of our members also took an evening 
wildlife tour of the Valles Caldera on June 19th. We saw many elk, some 
coyotes, falcon and cattle. Our guide had hoped that she could get us to a place 
to see some wild turkey, no luck. The 3 hour tour began at 5:30 pm. Other types 
of tours are offered, and you can learn about these by going to 
www.vallescaldera.gov. If you are anglers, you might consider this area for your 
next outing. This place is the second most likely area in the United States to be 
hit by lightning, so you do not want to be out there on a stormy day. 
 

Bandalier National Monument was to be our July outing; however, the 
campground sites do not appear to be able to accommodate some of our larger 
rigs, so a new site will be decided on at our July 11 potluck dinner where we 
will, hopefully, elect officers for 2010. 
 

See you at the Samboree! 
 
Recruiting Forum  
John Brink, State Director 

At the Fall Samboree, we will have a Recruiting Forum. This will be an 
opportunity for those chapters with recruiting success stories to help the chapters 
in need of new members. It is very important that each chapter send 
representatives that are involved or will be involved in the new member 
recruiting arena. 
 

Did you know, there are over 11,000 Good Sam members in New Mexico and 
less than 500 of them belong to a chapter? That means over 10,500 are out there 
just waiting for you to sell them on the great times they can have as a part of 
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your chapter. Your Assistant State Director and I are willing to help you with 
recruiting new members. There is no reason we should settle for only 23 chapters 
in New Mexico. Wouldn’t it be just terrible to get too many members in your 
chapter and have to split off into two chapters? Please think of the whole picture, 
not just your own chapter. You may even have a few members that would enjoy 
belonging to more than one chapter and would like to show their organizational 
and leadership skills at starting a second chapter. 
 

This Recruiting Forum is your opportunity to discuss and learn from each other. 
Hopefully, all who are willing to put forth the effort to help your chapter and the 
State Organization grow, will be back to the Spring Samboree with your 
chapter’s success story. 
 

MONEY MATTERS 
Judy Weatherford, State Treasurerr 
As promised in the last Gazette issue, the State Secretary/Historian and I will 
hold a joint seminar at the State Samboree.  We are trying to schedule the 
seminar at a time that doesn’t conflict with other activities so we can have as 
many attendees as possible. Please see the program for the schedule. 
 

It is very important that both 2009 and 2010 Presidents, Secretaries and 
Treasurers attend.  With both current and future officers present, we can pass 
on the information for this year and next.  I’m going to explain how to simply 
update your chapter rosters so they’ll be ready to turn in before December 
15.  We know that everyone wants to make this process as painless as 
possible. 
 

With The Rally standing in for the Spring Samboree, my job has been 
relatively quiet, but I’m trying to prepare myself for the onslaught of Fall 
Samboree pre-registrations coming.  Bless those of you who have already 
pre-registered.  If the number already received is any indication, we’re going 
to have a really good representation of this Fall Samboree and many others! 
 

I hope all of you are having a wonderful summer and look forward to seeing 
you in Gallup. 
 
From Hope to Grace 
Terry Towner, M-Mountain Sams 
At the wonderful Rally in Albuquerque, I had a special blessing and would 
like to share it with you. 
 

While caring for my ailing Mother, I felt the need to get a puppy. Something 
young, sweet and alive as there is such deep sadness in caring for someone in 

the fight for life and struggles with all that cancer has. After searching the 
classified ads and much prayer, I found a standard poodle puppy I could 
afford and together with Mom and my dear friend Marilyn, we met in 
Bernalillo just to “look” at this puppy. Well, of course the puppy came home 
with us and Mom would tease and say, “What do you want with that damn 
dog?” We all got very close to the new puppy and we named her Hope. First 
of all, we needed hope with the cancer we were waging war against. And 
secondly, we hoped she would be a good poodle! Mom passed away in April 
and Hope and I became closer. We moved home to the farm and grief went 
to the back burner and life just got too busy and I had Hope. She offered such 
comfort in my memories of our life caring for Mom. A year to the exact day 
that my Mom passed away, Hope died. All of a sudden the deepest grief I’ve 
ever felt moved into my heart. Was it for the poodle friend or Mom? I really 
don’t know but there was such a hollow place in my heart! 
 

While at The Rally, Mayor Martin Chavez offered a special opportunity. For 
$40.00, anyone could adopt a pound puppy. The day before the dogs were to 
be brought to the fairgrounds, I did go to the shelter on Lomas and looked 
but nothing hit my heart so I figured God wasn’t ready for me to get another 
dog yet. The day the dogs were to come to The Rally, I attended the Dog 
Show and what fun! Finally it was time to see the shelter dogs and I 
whispered a prayer for the Lord to please show me if there was a doggie 
there for me. Well, there she was, a little Brussels griffon. She was labeled as 
an aggressive and had killed another dog. We clicked! I forked over the cash 
and changed her name to Grace. We just needed each other. Standing outside 
the shelter van, the sweetest lady approached and asked me if I had just 
adopted my little friend. Her name is Rita Challenger and she and her family 
own Zoey’s TLC in Rio Rancho. Out of the goodness of her heart (a Good 
Sam characteristic), she gave us a free grooming for Grace, and we thank her 
from the bottom of our grateful little hearts! Grace and I are very best friends 
and she keeps a very close watch over me. I thank God for her and my heart 
is full of Hope and Grace and most of all thankfulness. 
 
Tucum Sams, Tucumcari 2009 
Pat Wallace, Secretary 
 
Our 2008 year ended with the loss of a member, and since the first of 2009, we 
have lost two more members, all unexpectedly. Several members have had 
health problems and extended hospital stays and, last but not least, we had a 
heavy, wet 8” snowstorm through here in March. 
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The first campout was to Amarillo, TX in April. We did the Botanical Gardens, 
Discovery Center and the Panhandle Plains Museum. Our timing was pretty 
good. We had already headed for home by the time a severe thunderstorm, with 
hail and flooding,  hit the area. 
 

In May, it was decided to have a hamburger cookout with all the trimmings and 
invite prospective members. Sue Gholson gave a brief history of the Good Sam 
organization and our Chapter.  To me, being a relatively new member, Sue’s 
program was very interesting. The scrapbooks of our history done by Evelyn 
Coughenour, were so beautifully done and showed me what a good time 
everyone has had over the years. 
 

Then along came June and our trip to Eagle Nest Lake. The guys took on the fish 
and did quite well. The gals were left to their own entertainment which always 
includes games, games and more games. 
 

Where has the year gone? It’s time to get ready for the July trip to Pendaries then 
on to Las Vegas for a tour of historic homes and Montezuma Castle in August. 
 

USING THE INTERNET AS A RECRUITING TOOL 
Ron Ballard, State Webmaster 
The demographics of our chapter members is changing with the times.  The 
biggest change is the need to adapt to changing communication styles.  
Prospective members are no longer content with looking for flyers or chance 
contact with other Good Sam Chapter members.  In this age of e-mail, Face 
Book, Twitter, You Tube and a multitude of other electronic resources, current 
and prospective members are computer literate and are more comfortable using 
these methods for searching for information.   
 

Probably 85% of the people who retired in the last 10 years have had experience 
working with computers of some type in their jobs as well as in their personal 
lives. Every year this percentage is growing.  Chapters need to recognize this 
change and adapt to it if they want to successfully recruit new members.  The 
best way to do this is through the use of the internet and chapter web pages. 
 

The NM Good Sam organization is ready to assist you with this change. 
Chapters can now have a web page on the State website dedicated to just their 
chapter.  There is no charge to the chapter for this service.  This page can be used 
to provide specific information about the chapter when someone is looking for 
information about what chapters are available in their geographical area, what a 
chapter is, the various activities of a chapter, and who to contact for more 
information. Most of the NM chapters have already provided information for 
building their page; however, a few have not.  If your chapter is one of those that 
have not, then you are missing out on a great recruiting tool.  Chapters with such 
a page have already reported receiving inquiries from prospective members.  A 

prospective member who contacts the chapter in this way is already showing 
interest and at this point it is very easy for the contact to discuss their chapter 
with them and turn this interest into a new member.   
 

If you are one of the several NM chapters who already have a full website, then 
the page on the NM Good Sam website will also contain a link to that website.  
Full websites are a great tool to provide even more information to prospective 
members.  
 

If you have already taken advantage of NM Good Sam’s offer to build a page for 
you, remember that the information can be updated any time you need to make 
changes.  These updates are especially important if you make changes in who 
prospective members should contact with their questions. Updates should be sent 
to both John Brink, State Director jnmbrink@AOL.com or Ron Ballard, NM 
State Webmaster rballard29@Gmail.com. 
 
 

Zia Roamers 
 Audie Warford 
The Zia Roamers held their first campout in March at the Hacienda RV Resort in 
Las Cruces; the facilities are excellent. There were several places to visit and 
things to do in the area. 
 

In April, the Good Sam “Rally” was held with several of our members attending, 
visiting the new RVs, the vendors and exhibitors. There were seminars with a 
large selection of subjects. 
 

We visited Ruidoso in May with a tour to the Spencer Theater arranged by Kathy 
Ballard. It was a great tour enjoyed by those of us attending. 
 

Dolores, Colorado was our destination in June for a great time, but we were 
disappointed to find our choice dining place closed due to the owner retiring. 
Several of us visited Durango, Silverton and Telluride while in the area. 
 

One of our members, Eloise Dorso Locke passed away on June 11, at the age of 
94. Eloise and Jack will be missed at our campouts. 
 

See you at the Samboree in Gallup. 
 
Cultural Arts Show Rules 
1. Articles must be the work of the exhibitor and must not have been 

exhibited in a New Mexico Good Sam Cultural Arts show before. 
 

2. All exhibitors must be a member in good standing with Good Sam for 
the current year. 
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3. No person is allowed to enter more than one entry under a class lot, 
except where a class has a division of a, b, c, etc.  Then, they may enter 
one article under each division.  A person may enter no more than one 
item in “other” and then only if such item is distinctly different and 
DOES NOT fit into another listed category.  A set refers to two or more 
items meant to be worn or used together. 

 

4. All paintings, drawings and photographs must be framed and ready to 
hang. 

 

5. The judges are instructed to make awards ONLY to articles deemed 
worthy of merit.  Articles will be judged on their own merit and more 
than one 1st, 2nd or 3rd place ribbons may be awarded.  A Best of Lot 
may be awarded at the judges’ discretion. Ribbons will be awarded for 
the best of Show and The Peoples’ Choice.  

 

6. In order to safeguard against loss, only show clerks will be allowed in 
the show room to handle or move entries.  The New Mexico Good Sam 
organization will not be held responsible for loss or damage to exhibits. 

 

7.  The following scoring will serve as a guide for exhibitors and will be             
followed by the judges in giving awards: 
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Batson, Joe & Ann;  Doña Ana Peppers Sept 2008 
Bradley/Clark, Duane/Pat;  Tucum Sams Apr 1998 
Brink, John & Marji; Zia Roamers Sept 2006 
Brookbank, L. C. & Mae Sept 1996 
Brown, Jr. & Marguerite (dec);  Caveman Sams Sept 1991 
Browning, Jim & Margaret(dec); Cactus Sams Sept 2002 
Cabot, Bruce & Mozelle May 1995 
Campbell, Cliff (dec) & Ruth (dec) Sept 1993 

Chiles, Henry (dec) & Hempie, Los Paisanos Sept 1993 
Clotfelter , Cecil & Mary; Conestoga Sams Apr 1997 
Connor, Clarence (dec) & Wilma Apr 1997 
Coonrod, Joe & Winnie (dec); Duke City Sams Apr 1997 
Coppock, Don (dec) & Mary (dec);  Zia Roamers May 1995 
Coughenour, Warren (dec) & Evelyn; Tucum Sams May 1999 
Creason, Naomi;  Caveman Sams Sept 1995 
Davis, Perry (dec) & Mildred;  Conestoga Sams Sept 1995 
Davis, Clarence & Edith;  Zia Roamers Sept 2006 
Dempsey, Art (dec) & Jane    Cactus Sams Sept 1999 
Dewey, Wilma;   Zia Roamers Sept 2005 
Dexter, Dex (dec) & Grace (dec);  Zia Roamers Sept 1997 
Drexler, George & Joyce; Duke City Sams Sept 2008 
Dufour, Jules & Mary; Pajarito Sams Sept 2005 
Economides, Floyd “Greek” & Belle; Bulldog Sams Sept 1998 
Edgar, Jerry & Joanna;  Mesilla Valley Sams May 1999 
Ewing, Floyd & Elma; Doña Ana Peppers/MMtn      Sept 2004 
Faller, Robert & Ethel, Doña Ana Peppers Sept 1993 
Felton, Bill & Joy Sept 1998 
Ford, Cliff & Gerry (dec); Tumbleweeds Sept 1997 
Fowler, Jr & Zue Anne;  Tucum Sams                        Sept 2004 
Gholson, Sammy & Sue;  Tucum Sams May 1995 
Goebel, Marty & Diana (dec);  Zia Roamers Sept 1998 
Hamilton, John & Genevieve; Tumbleweeds Sept 1999 
Hampy, Herb (dec) & Jane, Border Chapparals May 1996 
Harrison, Geneva;  Zia Roamers Sept 2003 
Harshey, Lloyd & Adeline (dec); Los Paisanos May 1993 
Harshey, Joe;  Los Paisanos May 1993 
Hoffer , Art (dec) & Clara;  Doña Ana Peppers Sept 1994 
Hoke, Russ (dec) & Bennie, Los Paisanos May 1993 
Honey, Francis & Barbara; Pajarito Sams Sept 1999 
Houston, Kendall (dec) & Sylvia,  Sandy Sams Sept 1993 
Hutchison, Gene & Thelma, Zia Roamers May 1999 
Irwin, Bill & Nita, Sandy Sams  May 1996 
Johnson, Claud & Kay; Bulldog Sams Sept 2005 
Joiner, Jim & JoAnn; Go Go Sams May 1996 
Jones, Lee & Pat;  Duke City Sams Apr 1994 
King, Bo (dec) & Frankye; Conestoga Sams Apr 1994 
Kirby , Richard (dec) & June (dec); Zia Roamers Sept 2000 
Kuntz, Leonard & Susie; Zia Roamers Sept 2001 
Kyle, Homer & Betty;  Sandy Sams May 1993 
Lindsey, Bob & Barbara; Duke City Sams Sept 1998 
Locke, Elvin “Jack” & Eloise( (dec.)  Zia Roamers May 1999 
Luzier, Lou (dec) & Shirley May 1993 
Maes,  Robert “Bob” & Marie; Gitanos deSantaFe   Sept 2004 
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Mansker, J. C. & Norene (dec) Sept 1993 
McCormick, Everett & Ruby;  Go Go Sams May 1999 
McIlvain, Thomas (dec) & Martha;  Caveman Sams Sept 1996 
McMath, Jack & Bertha;  Caveman Sams  May 1995 
McPeters, Lloyd (dec) & Ruth (dec); Zia Roamers Sept 1995 
Miller, Jim & Alice (dec); Siesta Sams Sept 1996 
Miller, Frank (dec) & Pat;  Zia Roamers Sept 1996 
Mitchell, Arnult & Rose Marie;  Caveman Sams Sept 1994 
Moore, Ken & Joyce; Bulldog Sams Sept 2007 
Morrow, Owen & Leola; Caveman Sams May 1996 
Mosley, Ruben (Moe) & Mary; Cactus Sams Sept 2007 
Nabors, Bill & Claudine; Caveman Sams Sept 2002 
Newsom, Dean & Mattie “Bones”; Bulldog Sams  Apr 1997 
Osborne, Bob & Esther (dec);  Los Amigos Sept 1994 
Parson, Frank & Helen  Apr 1994 
Pelton, Earl (dec) & Helen; Bulldog Sams Sept 1992 
Perry, Bill (dec) & Dottie; Tumbleweeds Sept 1992 
Petersen, Ron & Trudy; Zia Roamers Sept 1996 
Purvis, Don & Lori; Siesta Sams Sept 1996 
Ribbach,  Jack & Marlayne;  Cactus Sams Sept 2006 
Richardson, Gene (dec) & Jo;  Tucum Sams Sept 1997 
Richardson, Roy & Lola; Hi Plains Sams Sept 2002 
Ross, John (dec) & Vivian (dec); Zia Roamers May 1993 
Rutledge, Preston (dec) & Grace (dec) Sept 1992 
Skaggs, George (dec) Sept 1992 
Stewart, Maurise & Joyce;  Bulldog Sams  Apr 1998 
Stone, Orville (dec) & Ruth  (dec); Zia Roamers Sept 1995 
Talbot, Les & Edith; Duke City Sams May 1993 
Thielman, Del & Sharon;  Cactus Sams                     Sept 2004 
Tipton, H. L. (dec) & Louise (dec); Zia Roamers Sept 1995 
Trent , Lee (dec) & Billie (dec) May 1993 
Walker , Edd & Nora (dec) May 1995 
Warford , Audie & Sara; Siesta Sams  Sept 1995 
Warren, Bo & Louise;  Zia Roamers Sept 2005 
Watts, David (dec) & Irene (dec); Mesilla Valley  Sept 1991 
Weatherford, Bill & Judy; Zia Roamers Sept 2008 
Wilson, Fred (dec) & Mary (dec); Zia Roamers May 1996 
Winn, Marshall & Effie;  Oil Patch Sams Sept 1994 
Whitaker, Allean;  Zia Roamers Sept 2006 
Younger, Leroy & Dorothy;  Bulldog Sams Sept 1995 

����
����

 

New Mexico Computer Sams 
Joyce Holmberg, President 

 
Once again the NM Computer Sams are gathered to 
get The Gazette ready for publication. I understand 
that we have many articles ready for the proof-
readers, the ads are ready to drop into their places 
and things should flow quite quickly.  That is the 
plan! But, you know what happens with the best laid 
plans.  Mr. Murphy rears his ugly head and 

everything goes awry! At any rate, I am sure that we will be putting out a good, 
information filled newsletter for you, our faithful readers. 
 
We truly do have a lot of fun putting this newsletter together for you.  Yes, it is a 
lot of work and those who receive the articles and ads do a lot of work before 
they ever get to this meeting.  But, it gives all of us a feeling of accomplishment 
and pride when we see the final results of our work.  If you are at all interested in 
joining in on the fun, yes, and the work, come on out and join us. Our schedule is 
always in the Gazette under the title of “Dates To Remember.” 
 
Due to unforeseen events, Bill & I will not be able to attend the Samboree in 
September. We are so disappointed about this and are going to miss each and 
every one of you.  We are hoping that things will be better in April and we will 
get to see all of you in Hobbs.   
 
 
 
 
 
Skinny people irritate me! Especially when they say things like, “You 
know sometimes “I just forget to eat.”  Now I’ve forgotten my address, 
my mother’s maiden name, and my keys. But I’ve never forgotten to 
eat. You have to be a special kind of stupid to forget to eat. 
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Fall Samboree 
Game Responsibility by Chapter 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A little girl was diligently pounding away on her grandfather’s word 
processor. She told him she was writing a story. “What’s it about?” he 
asked. “I don’t know,” she replied, “I can’t read.” 
 
Suggestion Box 
 
The Rally pre-empted the Samboree this spring, 
therefore the Suggestion Box will return with the Fall 
Samboree in Gallup. 
 
The real art of conversation is not only to say the right thing in the 
right place, but also to leave unsaid the wrong thing at the tempting 
moment. 
 
 

����������
TO CHAPTERS HELPING WITH GAME TOURNAMENTS  

ALL CHAPTER CHAIRMEN WHO HAVE SIGNED UP TO RUN 
THE GAMES, PLEASE MEET IN ROOM A ON TUESDAY 

AFTERNOON AT 4:00 
 
 

�	�
�����
����
TO NEW MEXICOCHAPTER PRESIDENTS/FLAG BEARERS  

REMEMBER YOUR CHAPTER FLAGS FOR TUESDAY’S 
OPENING CEREMONIES  
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Gallup Municipal Golf Course 
Friday, September 18 

 
Leave Red Rock at 7:30 am 

Tee off at 8:00 am 
 

18 holes, $17.00 with cart 
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Wednesday, September 16 

1:30 pm, Room A 
 

All Presidents/Representatives & ASD’s please attend 
 

���������
 

Cell Phones & Texting 
Membership Recruiting 

Computer Classes 
Secretary/Treasurer/Historian 

 


���
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Saturday, September 19, 2:00 pm, Patio 

 

�

�
�
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Non-perishable food items, paper products, twin bed linens, towels, 

washcloths, 
School supplies, backpacks, computers 

 
 

���
���������������
Bowl-arama  

Friday, September 18 
 

Leave Red Rock at 9:30 am 
Bowl at 10:00 am 

 
3 games, $4.50 includes shoes 
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8:00 to 10:00 am, Friday, September 18 
Come see the beautiful objects our members 

have created 
 

�����������	�
�
Patio Bells 

Wednesday, September 16, 9:00 am,  
 

�	������
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Toiletry items, denture cleaner and adhesive, mouthwash, Depends, 
gift cards to Dairy Queen 
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