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New Mexico Fall Samboree 
Red Rock Park 

Gallup, New Mexico 
September 14 – 18, 2010 

 
As many times as I have been to Red Rock Park, 
I still marvel at the beauty of the landscape 
surrounding it. The color of the red sandstone 
cliffs is spectacular at any time of day, but at 
sunrise it is breathtaking. Add to this a brightly 
colored hot-air balloon sailing silently through 
the blue New Mexico sky above. What better 
backdrop could we have for our Fall Samboree, 
“Balloons over New Mexico”. 
 
Bill Lee, Executive Director of the Gallup 
Chamber of Commerce and known to many of  

 
 

our New Mexico 
Good Sam members, 
will be bringing his 
balloon along with 
several others. They 
are going to do a 

BALLOON GLOW one evening following 
entertainment.  Bill will also offer balloon rides 
to our attendees during the Samboree. 
 
Registration will open at 8:00 am on Tuesday, 
September 14th and the Samboree will start off 
with Opening Ceremonies at 6:30 pm that 
evening. Check your program as soon as you 
receive it to determine if anything else is taking 
place in between. As usual, coffee, tea, hot 
chocolate and donuts will be served each 
morning beginning Wednesday, except for the 
morning you will be served a complete 
breakfast. In addition, we will have all the usual 
game tournaments, seminars, pet parade and 
book exchange. 
 
Don’t forget the Jam Session/Talent Show 
scheduled for Wednesday evening. Encourage 
any talented members to come and share their 
talent. Maybe your chapter might like to do a 
skit. The one put on by several of the Zia 
Roamers in Hobbs was a big hit. 



 2 

In place of a Costume Parade, we will have a 
“HOT AIR BALLOON DECORATING 
CONTEST”. Your balloon can be made from 
the material of your choice. We will give prizes 
for the most original and the most beautiful. So 
gather your materials in the next few months and 
bring your masterpiece to the Samboree. Do not 
bring it into the building until we decide just 
where they are to be displayed. This will be a lot 
of fun!! 
 
Instead of a dinner this year, we decided to have 
a POT-LUCK. Get out that special recipe and 
share your favorite dish with the group.  
 
This will be the last Samboree for John and me 
as Director. So come to Gallup and help make 
this one a blast! 
 
Marji Brink  
 

 
THE DIRECTOR’S CORNER 

 
The 2010 
New Mexico 
Spring 
Samboree 
was held in 
Hobbs in 
April and was 
enjoyed by 
many. We are 
now looking forward to the Fall Samboree in 
Gallup. The Bulldog Sams of Artesia took the 
Traveling Trophy home after edging out the 
Sierra Sams for the honor. The Zia Roamers 
won an award for the Most Members Present 
and the Bulldog Sams also were the winners of 
the Largest Percentage of Members Present 
Award. 
The entertainment was very enjoyable. 
Wednesday evening we had a combination 

Talent Show/Jam Session. The Zia Roamers put 
on a hilarious skit. We had some great musical 
talent with Susie Kuntz, Bonnie & Emil 
Schoenrock, Patricia Paris, Terry Towner, Larry 
VanLandingham, and Elvis Presley 
(Sambassador Don Woodard). The Double D 
Wranglers from Nebraska, scheduled for 
Thursday evening, had to cancel due to a family 
crisis, so we had Bingo instead. Friday evening, 
the New Mexico Junior College Rock Band 
preformed. The Young at Heart Choir Saturday 
evening was certainly the highlight of the 
Samboree. Present were 62 members of the 
choir that ranged in age from 59 to 86 and they 
were great. We are trying to get them back for 
the Fall Samboree in Gallup. 
 
We are looking forward to more Jam 
Session/Talent Show talent in Gallup. Please 
convince your talented members to join in and 
share their talent with all of us. Maybe your 
chapter would like to put on a skit. If you sing, 
dance, play the mouth harp, perform magic 
tricks, etc., we need you to be part of our 
Wednesday evening entertainment. 
 
Many enjoyed the line dancing lessons. We are 
hopeful that Mary Jo Litton from Waco, Texas, 
will be able to come back again to do the classes 
at the Fall Samboree in Gallup. However, we 
need to get one of our talented chapter members 
to assume this duty in the future. 
 
We were pleased to have a number of vendors 
again. Unfortunately their business was slow. It 
is important that you visit all our vendors and let 
them know they are appreciated.  
 
New Mexico is very fortunate to have two 
generous Samboree Sponsors.  United RV Sales 
and Camping World RV Sales are both Sponsors 
that make a very significant financial 
contribution for our Samborees. When you are 

in Albuquerque or at the Samboree, please drop 
by and express your appreciation to Robert 
Maese at United RV Sales and Dane Wyatt at 
Camping World RV Sales. Their contribution 
really adds to our Samboree.  
 
There were approximately 225 door prizes 
which enabled most everyone to enjoy being a 
winner. A big thanks to the staff members and 
the chapters that obtained the door prizes. 
Everyone enjoys receiving a door prize, so 
please keep the door prizes coming. Many 
chapters appoint a committee to solicit door 
prizes starting two or three months before each 
Samboree. Door prizes should be a $10.00 
minimum value and should not be gift 
certificates except those redeemable in the area 
of the Samboree. 
 
Thanks to all for helping to make our Samborees 
an enjoyable experience 
 

NORTHWEST AREA  
Bill Weatherford, Northwest ASD 

 
The Manzanita Sams are growing again, thanks 
to efforts by members of the East Mountain Sun 
Chasers, the Zia Roamers and some of the State 
Staff.  They are now up to 13 members, many of 
them in their first Good Sam Chapter.  The new 
members are working to get the chapter active 
again, which is a good thing to see.  We will 
help when and where we can. 
 
Thank you to one and all who have contributed 
time and effort to help save one of the oldest 
chapters in the state. 
 
There is always room for more members.  If you 
are interested, the next Manzanita luncheon 
meeting will be Saturday, August 7th, 11:00 AM, 
at Mario’s Pizzeria & Ristorante, 5700 4th Street, 
NW 
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NORTHEAST AREA 
Kathy Ballard, Northeast ASD 

 
The Spring Samboree in Hobbs is over and only two chapters from the NE 
District were in attendance – President Janet Beard from East Mountain Sun 
Chasers with Louanne Rauen and Barbara and Les Newman.  From Tucum 
Sams there was President Duane Bradley and his wife, Pat Clark, as well as 
Bill and Grace Stamper and Sue and Sammy Gholson.  Duane did a great job 
of heading up the Chicken Foot tournament.  Bill Stamper stood in for 
President Duane at the President’s contest and State Committee Meeting.   
 
While it was windy and rainy all week, participants made the best of it and 
enjoyed the usual games, seminars, vendors, entertainment and the great 
Friday night dinner put on by the Zia Roamers.  The Lea County Event 
Center is a very large and well maintained facility with plenty of room for 
everyone and for many of the games to be held inside due to the increment 
weather.   
The State Samboree in Gallup will be September  
14-19, 2010 and I hope to see all of the NE  
District chapters represented.  The Samborees are a great time to get together 
with the other New Mexico chapters as well as an opportunity to meet 
members at large from in and out of state.  It’s also an opportunity to 
exchange ideas, make new friends, greet old friends, win ribbons for the 
chapter, attend seminars, see what the vendors have to offer and get your 
chapter’s voice heard at the State Committee Meeting.    
 
I hope to see all of you in September at the Samboree.   
 
 

2009 – 2010 State Staff 
 

 
 
 

SOUTHEAST AREA 
 Jim Browning, Southeast ASD 

 
Well, the Spring Samboree has come and gone. I believe the Hobbs 
Samboree was one of the best in a long time. I will hate to see the Fall 
Samboree in Gallup end as it will be the last for John and Marji. They will be 
greatly missed. 
 
The Hobbs Samboree was great for me as I met Nancy and we are having a 
great time. We were married on June 6th. 
I have checked with my chapters and they all seem to be getting along fine. 
 
I guess this will be my last Samboree as the ASD. It will be the 8th year as 
ASD for the Southeast District. I thank all the vendors with whom I have 
worked over the years as they are a great bunch of people. The State Staff 
has been great over the last years. 
 
Hope to see everyone in Gallup. Lets give John and Marji a great last 
Samboree. 
 
Roswell is set for the 2011 Spring Samboree. 
 

ELMA EWING 
 

Assistant State Director, Elma Ewing passed 
away peacefully on May 27th. She and Floyd 
were selected by then State Director, Sue 
Gholson, to join her team as ASDs from 1999 
to 2002. Then in 2009, State Director John 
Brink, asked them to serve with him. Again 
they answered the call.  
 
The Ewings were very active in their roll as ASDs, visiting the 
chapters in their Southwest area on many occasions. Although Elma 
had not felt well for some time, she still worked at the Registration 
Desk in April at the Samboree in Hobbs. 
 
Elma was a member of the Dona Ana Peppers and the M Mountain 
Sams, which they were instrumental in starting, and will be missed by 
all of us in the New Mexico Good Sam Organization.  
. 
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2009 - 2010 New Mexico State Staff 

NEW MEXICO STATE STAFF ROSTER 
POSITION NAME Address PHONE CELL E-MAIL 
State Director John Brink (Marji) 25 Western Saddle Drive, Tijeras, NM 87059-7876 (505) 281-7229 (505) 604-8032 JnMBrink@aol.com 
A.S.D. -  NE Kathy Ballard (Ron) 6944 Eastford Place NW, Albuquerque, NM 87114 (505) 890-8029 (505) 259-3143 Rballard29@gmail,com 
A.S.D. -  NW Bill Weatherford (Judy) 540 Mesilla NE, Albuquerque, NM 87108-2045 (505) 254-2299 (505) 220-8058 KM5FT@aol.com 
A.S.D. -  SE Jim Browning (Nancy) 200 O’Connor Road, Roswell, NM 88203 (575) 623-7019 (505) 626-1928 nmbean1@aol.com 
A.S.D. -  SW Floyd Ewing 609 Western, Socorro, NM 87801-4449 (575) 838-0582 (505) 362-1844 Tawnee7@msn.com 
Chaplain Melvin Towner (Terry) Star Route 2, Box 175, Socorro, NM 87801-5092 (575) 835-3351 (505) 507-5393 townseed@sdc.org 
Equipment Mgr Stanley Burns PO Box 132, Tucumcari, NM 88401 (575) 461-3500 (575) 403-5522 JTSBetty@plateautel.net 
Game Coordinator Norma Sparks (Bob) PO Box 1041, Socorro, NM 87801-1041 (575) 835-1814 (505) 280-7084 spar3231@msn.com 
Registration Wilma Dewey  1124 Muriel NE, Albuquerque, NM 87112-5630 (505) 298-0688 (505) 362-6270 WD40GS@aol.com 
Safety Officer Rick Smaw (Marilyn  154 Sunrise Bluffs, Belen, NM 87002-2636 (505) 859-1142 (505)-859-1141 ricknmarilyn@msn.com 
Secretary/Historian Sue Gholson (Sammy) 218 W.  Laguna Avenue, Tucumcari, NM 88401 (575) 461-3976 (575) 708-0101 SamrSue@msn.com 
Sound Manager Bob Sparks (Norma) PO Box 1041, Socorro, NM 87801-1041 (575) 835-1814 (505) 280-7084 spar3231@msn.com 
Special Assistants Lee Jones & Pat Jones 1109 Grace NE, Albuquerque, NM 87112-5609 (505) 250-2869 (505) 350-0076 leepatjones@hotmail.com 
Treasurer Judy Weatherford (Bill) 540 Mesilla NE, Albuquerque, NM 87108-2045 (505) 254-2299 (505) 220-8427 Judyinabq@aol.com 
Wagonmaster Bob Ambler (Carol) 1037 Sable Circle, Las Cruces, NM 88001-2365 (575) 647-3350 (575) 649-7770 Ambler5@msn.com 
Webmaster Ron Ballard (Kathy) 6944 Eastford Place NW, Albuquerque, NM 87114 (505) 890-8029 (505) 259-1075 rballard29@gmail.com 

 
 

Support Group 
Arts & Crafts Committee Chairman 
Dottie Lee 
1755 NM 236 
Portales, NM 88130 
(575) 356-8063 

Computer Services 
Joyce Holmberg 
PMB 225 
1409 W Aztec Blvd 
Suite 5 
Aztec, NM  87410 
(575)-373-9659 
(505) 644-8405 
lajefa@juno.com 

Contact for Sponsor Ads 
Judy Weatherford 
540 Mesilla NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87108 
(505) 254-2299 
(505) 220-8427 
Judyinabq@aol.com 
 

Contact for Gazette Articles 
Wilma Dewey 
1124 Muriel NE 
Albuquerque,  NM 87112 
(505) 298-0688 
wd40gs@aol.com 

State Webmaster  
Ron Ballard 
6944 Eastford Place NW 
Albuquerque,  NM 87114 
(505) 890-8029 
rballard29@gmail.com 

Golden Halo Committee Chairman 
Bobby Williams 
2101 Clayton 
Artesia, NM 88210 
(575) 746-3054 

 

 
Visit the NM Good Sam website often to keep up with the latest news.  While there, be sure to visit the Sponsors Page. Out sponsors provide financial 

support to our organization by purchasing online ads.  When visiting a sponsor’s businesses, please thank them for their support. 
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MONEY MATTERS…and so do 

Elections 
By Judy Weatherford, Treasurer 

 
Shortly after this issue of the Gazette is e-
published, your President will receive the names 
of the nominees for State Director.  It is 
important for the chapters to vote in a timely 
manner and send their ballot to me.  It is 
imperative that the number of your votes agree 
with your chapter constitution and/or bylaws on 
file with International.  It must also agree with 
the number of chapter members on file with 
International.  For example:   If your bylaws 
indicate that each rig  gets a vote, that should be 
the number of votes you count.  If your bylaws 
indicate that each adult gets a vote, that is the 
correct number.  The State Treasurer sends your 
ballots as received to International.  International 
compares your ballot to your bylaws and roster, 
disqualifying any that do not agree with those 
numbers.  They then appoint the State Director.   
It is really important that your chapter votes, 
whether there are one, two or a hundred 
candidates for Director. 
 
Now, regarding State dues, please, please get 
your rosters and dues to me before Dec. 15.  If 
your president, secretary or treasurer does not 
have a copy of the 2010 roster, you can request 
one by email from John Brink.  It is much easier 
to make changes on an old roster than it is to 
reinvent that particular wheel.  John prefers an 
email copy if at all possible. I can handle either 
an email or printed copy, but we haven’t figured 
out how to email me a check, so that needs an 
envelope and stamp. 
 

 
 
 
 

TIPS FROM YOUR REGISTRAR 
 Wilma Dewey, Registrar 

 
It’s time for the Fall Samboree. You head for 
Gallup before the wind starts to blow. You 
arrive and set up your rig. The registration desk 
has opened so you fill out your locator card and 
register. If you are a first timer, go to the first 
timer’s table and find out about the Samboree. 
NOW WHAT?  Here are some tips for 
everyone, new and old. First you go to the 
information table and see what’s new at this 
Samboree. Next there are the games, classes and 
seminars to sign up for. Take your schedule, 
organize your own days and sign up. There are 
many things to do and you are going to have to 
decide for yourself what you want to do. On the 
first day there are no activities scheduled. You 
have come in this day to attend the opening 
ceremonies this evening and be ready to attend 
the first event early on Wednesday morning. 
Don’t feel lost. John and Marji are recruiting 
people to teach most of the games that are 
played for ribbons. Come find out what rules 
New Mexico uses or just find out how to play 
the games. Then go sign up for that game. There 
are tables with picture puzzles or a deck of 
cards. Feel free to sit down and enjoy. Whether 
you are an old hand at this or a newcomer, it 
takes both sides to close the gap and say “Hi, 
Welcome to Gallup.” Let’s find out what they 
mean by “HAVING FUN” 
 
CROSSROADS 

Chaplain Melvin Towner 
Hello everyone out there!  We are getting so 
excited about the Samboree in Gallup. Every 
year in September when all the Chapters 
converge on Red Rock Park and all of your dear 
faces come into view, it is one of the greatest 
things on earth. You make the whole thing worth 
while and so we want to urge each and every 
one of you to come and be with us there. Bring 

someone with you and introduce them to all we 
have to offer. Where else can you go for great 
games, wonderful fellowship, super shopping 
and even your faithful pet companion can win a 
ribbon and so much fun to be had by all. 
 
As we do each year, we need to have each 
Chapter submit names, pictures and a short 
write up of each of our Good Samers who 
have gone on to be with the Lord. Last year 
we had quite a few that we missed and we pray 
that we can get the names of all that have passed 
on since last August for our Fall Samboree 
Memorial Service. Everyone, please help us 
with our project. We do not want to leave 
anyone out nor do we want to have anyone’s 
feelings hurt that their loved ones were not 
mentioned. Our prayer is to honor each dear one 
and to pay our respects to them, their families 
and loved ones.    
 
To whom and how do you get this information 
to us? Either send or bring a photo with a write 
up to your Assistant State Director, Chapter 
President, or to me, Melvin Towner. We will see 
to it that at the Memorial Service each one will 
be recognized. The photos and write ups will be 
posted on the Memorial Board and will be where 
anyone can visit. At the end of the Samboree 
you may reclaim your articles. 
 
Last year so many people were blessed by the 
wonderful Memorial Board that Sue Gholson 
made to put these articles on and it helps to have 
a face with a name. We all see each other for 
years and just know each other by ‘who’ we’ve 
played games with, taken tours with, drank 
coffee and visited with but names escape us at 
this phase of our lives. So please plan to come, 
send or bring your information, and drive safely. 
You are in our prayers and hearts 
Vaya Con Dios.   
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. 
New Mexico Chapter Presidents 

 

Chapter 
Title Last First Address City-Zip Phone E-Mail 

3 River Sams President Sinclair Richard 1012 N Loma Linda Farmington, NM 87401 505-327-4816 nmsinclair@q.com 

Bulldog Sams President Economides Floyd 1505 W Briscoe Artesia, NM 88210-2217 575-746-3894 artesiagreek@yahoo.com 

Cactus Sams President Turner Glynn 3716 E. Grand Plains Roswell, NM 88203-9005 575-623-3602 gturner@plateautel.net 

Caveman Sams President Brininstool Bernadette 3308 San Jose Blvd Carlsbad, NM 88220-5378 575-885-4248 heidib@plateautel.net 

Conestoga Sams President Toombs Douglas 2850 S Roosevelt Road U Pep, NM 88126 575-477-2495 demet@yucca.net 

Dona Ana Peppers President Batson Joe 115 Pecan Drive Las Cruces, NM 88001-7423 575-526-6717 
575-644-2685 

joeann120@live.com 

Duke City Sams President Velasquez Vic 605 Las Marias Dr SE Rio Rancho, NM 87124-1212 505-892-0754 
505-414-8365 

avfwma@q.com 

East Mtn Sun Chasers President Beard Janet 9633 Del Fuego Circle NE Albuquerque, NM 87113-2322 505-220-0693 Jan.Beard@energyctrl.com 

Eldorado Roadrunners President Stewart Pat 9 Sand Sage East Santa Fe, NM 87506 505-820-0303 pstewart@marktwain.net 

Los Amigos Sams President Robertson Barbara 2203 Utah Carlsbad, NM 88220-3337 575-885-1016  

Los Paisanos President Eakin Larry 1111 10th  Street # 458 Alamogordo, NM 88310 575-437-7797 leakin@hauns.com 

Los Somberos Locos President Wiest Laura 2505 N. Walnut Drive Silver City, NM 88061-5812 575-388-4869 elcee@signalpeak.net 

M Mountain Sams President Towner Melvin Star Route 2, Box 175 Socorro, NM 87801-5092 575-835-3351 townseed@sdc.org 

Manzanita Sams President Davis Clarence 49 B N. Wiemer Rd 
 

Edgewood, NM 87015-9666 505-281-0024 
505-269-1612 

stadav@swcp.com 

Mesilla Valley Sams President Perrone Ken 630 King James Ave Las Cruces, NM 88007-5380 575-647-5333 perronel@comcast.net 

Mimbres Valley Sams President Wiest Laura 2505 N. Walnut Dr. Silver City, NM 88061 575-388-4869 dlw@signalpeak.net 

NM Computer Sams President Holmberg Joyce PMB 225 
1409 W Aztec Blvd, Suite 5 

Aztec, NM 87410-1874 575-373-9659 lajefa@juno.com 

Pajarito Sams President Bays Larry 2504 Calle Delfino Santa Fe, NM 87505-6423 505-471-3559 
505-660-4104 

bays@newmexico.com 

Rio Rancho Sams President Bassett Wes 2608 Nogales Road NE Rio Rancho, NM 87144-0854 505-868-2065 wsbassett@msn.com 

Sierra Sams President Hart Jill P O Box 1106 Elephant Butte, NM 87935-1106 575-744-5467 juliejill08@aol.com 

Sunrise Sams President Bloom Kim 333 Sunrise Bluffs Belen, NM 87002 505-861-0580 KBJB45@q.com 

Tucum Sams President Bradley Duane 2402 S. 2nd. St. Tucumcari, NM 88401-3248 575-461-0154 dnpat2@plateautel.net 

Zia Roamers President Newman Barbara 4401 Comache NE Albuquerque, NM 87110-1128 505-889-0308 
505-264-2568 

bnew6145@gmail.com 
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3 RIVER SAMS 
Richard Sinclair, President 

 
The 3 River Sams chapter recently had its 
cleanup day in cooperation with the City of 
Farmington at the junction of By-pass and 
business Route 64.  We had over half our 
members in attendance, who all went to the 
Golden Corral for breakfast.  We have a contract 
with the city for cleaning this designated area 
twice a year in 2009 through May 2011. 
 
We have just recently returned home after a 
glorious weekend of camping at Priests Gulch 
just north of Dolores, CO.  We had about a 
dozen rigs in attendance on the banks of the 
Dolores River and in amongst the tall pine trees. 
 
In June we will be returning to our “home” 
campground at the Pine Riverside in Bayfield, 
CO.  We will be welcoming back an active rig 
that has moved to the Bullhead area.  We will 
also be gearing up and practicing the various 
games with which we plan on returning with the 
Traveling Trophy at the Gallup Samboree. 
 
On July 16-18 we will camp at Sky Mountain in 
Chama, NM, where we understand that several 
other chapters will be attending.  Hope to see 
you there! 
 
August will find us at the Fun Valley in South 
Fork, CO, enjoying many indoor and outdoor 
activities.  Come join us on the 20th thru the 22nd. 
 
And of course, in September we will be winning 
ribbons at Red Rock. 
 
October 8-10 we will be at Sleeping Ute 
Mountain RV Park near Cortez, CO, for our 
final campout of the season. 
 

ARTESIA BULLDOG SAMS 
Ann Bannon, Secretary 

 
Since the last issue of the Gazette, the Bulldog 
Sams have been fairly active. The 2009 year 
ended with the ability to donate $$ to four 
charitable organizations: Meals on Wheels, 
CASA, Hospice and the Senior Center. 
 
The new year started off with regular meetings. 
We hold a meeting each month to conduct 
business, which is followed by refreshments and 
good fellowship. In January places and dates for 
the 2010 campouts were discussed and chosen. 
Our first campout in March ended up being 
cancelled for a variety of reasons. Six rigs (7 if 
we count our assistant Director, Jim Browning, a 
dual member) attended the Samboree in Hobbs. 
The Bulldog Sams had the highest percentage in 
attendance. The weather was pretty non-
cooperating, but I think everyone enjoyed 
themselves. The Bulldog Sams took home the 
Traveling Trophy with 12 ribbons and the Sierra 
Sams were a very close second. Congratulations 
to everyone. 
 
Our campouts for the rest of the year are: June/ 
Mayhill Deer Spring RV Park; July/open; 
August/tentative Circle Cross in Timberon; 
September/Fall Samboree in Gallup; ending in 
October/ Oasis State  Park in Portales. Those 
who wish to join us at our campouts are 
welcome. 
 
DONA ANA PEPPERS 

Bill Jones, Secretary/Editor/Historian 
 
On Tuesday, February 23, 2010, the Arizona 
“Border” country gained fourteen 
“Documented” New Mexicans, when six Dona 
Ana Peppers (DAP) memberships and one Guest 
couple arrived at “Double Adobe RV Park”, just 

South of Bisbee, AZ.  We spent the week 
exploring Bisbee, Douglas, AZ and other 
“Border” points of interest.  Bill Jones located 
his Great Grandfather McDonald’s grave at 
“Light Historical Cemetery”, about 50 miles 
North of Douglas.  The trip home on Sunday 
was uneventful, except for Joe Batson, whose 
Motor Home went “Belly-Up” between Douglas 
and Rodeo, NM.  It was eventually towed to 
Lordsburg, NM, and a week later, driven home, 
“Fixed”! 
 
Monday, March 15th, found 7 DAP memberships 
and several M-Mt Sams gathered for a 
“Combined” campout at “Hidden Valley RV 
Park”, in the shadow of Cook’s Peak, North of 
Deming, NM.  In the following days, some 
ventured as far as Silver City, NM, and most 
visited Deming at least once to visit the 
Museums and the Dairy Queen!  Joe Batson was 
one of the last returning home on Sunday the 
21st, and experienced problems with his Rig, 
similar to those in February, except it didn’t 
leave him stranded.  On inspection by his 
mechanic, nothing could be found wrong. 
 
The only DAP representatives, at the Spring 
Samboree at Hobbs, in April, were the Ewings 
and Towners, both on NMGS Staff. 
 
The April winds blew only two DAP 
memberships to Truth or Consequences (T or 
C), NM, on April 29th, for another “Combined” 
campout with the M-Mt Sams.  Neither the DAP 
nor the M-Mt Sams had enough memberships 
present for Chapter meetings.  Three from Las 
Cruces were expected, but just short of halfway 
to T or C, Joe Batson’s Rig went “Belly-Up” 
again, and had to be towed back to Las Cruces, 
where, by the time the mechanic got around to it, 
the problem had gone away again, and could not 
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be duplicated, even after driving it well over 50 
miles. 
 
At the Las Cruces, NM City Council Meeting, 
on May 15th, a Proclamation was made by the 
Mayor and City Council, proclaiming May 22, 
2010, as “Good Sam Cleanup Day”.  This was in 
response to letters written by DAP Secretary, 
Bill Jones, to the Mayor, requesting his support 
for the 15th “Good Sam National Cleanup 
Day”Campaign.  The Proclamation was 
presented to Bill Jones at the meeting. 
 
Seven individual DAP members turned out, on 
the 22nd, and collected trash along Hondo Road. 
 
On May, 27th, a bit after 4 pm, Elma Ewing 
passed from this life.  Her passing has left an 
emptiness in the hearts of so very many, as 
demonstrated by the attendance of family, 
members of the NMGS Staff, the Dona Ana 
Peppers, the M-Mountain Sams, Other NMGS 
Chapters, and other friends, who honored her, by 
attending her Memorial Service, at the First 
Baptist Church of Socorro, on June 2nd.  She will 
be, forever missed! 
 
If sickness and/or mechanical breakdowns will 
leave us alone, four or possibly five DAP 
memberships will spend three nights in Santa 
Fe, NM, beginning on June 17th.  
 
Our July campout will be in Ruidoso, NM, and 
our August campout will be near Timberon, 
NM.  September should find a few of us at Red 
Rock for the NMGS State Samboree.  October 
promises a trip to San Angelo, TX, and 
November is open at this time.  We have our 
Christmas Luncheon/Party in December, but no 
campout is planned.  
 
 
 

CACTUS SAMS 
Glynn Turner, President 

 
Cactus Sams held its first campout for the year 
in March at the Hacienda RV Resort in Las 
Cruces. We enjoyed the cool weather and ate out 
several times. We went to the State Line in El 
Paso for a delicious rib dinner. Members 
enjoyed playing outside and inside games. Of 
course there was shopping too. 
 
April was the Samboree in Hobbs. There were 
12 rigs present. The weather was cold and very 
windy but we survived. Our chapter received a 
20 year Chapter Anniversary award at the 
Saturday evening program. We organized and 
supervised the bean bag event on Saturday 
morning. Two member’s pets participated in the 
Pet Show and won ribbons. Members enjoyed 
the bingo and were recipients of several door 
prizes given away at the evening programs. We 
all enjoyed the brisket meal by the Zia Roamers 
on Friday night. Thanks to everyone who helped 
with the Samboree. 
 
In May, two rigs went to Branson, Missouri and 
then on the way back, met another rig in 
Amarillo for our May campout. Apparently the 
regular attending members had other things to 
do this month. In June we went to Deer Spring 
in Mayhill with the Mimbres Valley Sams 
joining us. We will go to Chama in July. August 
is tentatively planned for Santa Fe and 
September is the Fall Samboree. We will finish 
the year with a campout at Ft. Davis, Texas. 
Come join us. 
 
Our can collection point at the Senior Circle in 
Roswell has netted us lots of cans and we are so 
thankful to them for letting us set up a collection 
site. Members are also collecting cans. 
  
 

DUKE CITY SAMS 
Vic Velasquez, President 

 
Our first campout of the year to Fort Sumner 
Lake was cancelled due to the terrible weather in 
March.  Memorial Day weekend took us to 
Paliza campground and we had 3 rigs in 
attendance.   
 
Hobbs or bust!  I do not believe that I have ever 
driven in so much wind.  As soon as I turned 
south at Clines Corner, off of I-40, a westerly 
wind began to push me all over the road. Hoping 
that this wind would become a tail wind once I 
turned east out of Roswell I could relax. Well, it 
did not happen.  It was a constant fight to 
Hobbs.  What a feeling of relief as I saw the 
event center on my right and my fight for the 
day was over.  Mother Nature was determined to 
spoil everyone’s enjoyment and camaraderie, 
which we all look forward to at every samboree, 
but she lost.  A good time was had by all, great 
entertainment, delicious dinner, and a great 
facility.  
 
This year the Dukes have decided to get into 
some community projects.  We have donated 
money, needed supplies, and some clothes to the 
Barrett Foundation, and also held a diaper 
shower for Cuidando Los Niño’s.  Albertson’s 
Grocery Stores have a “Community Partners,” 
program where they will donate 5% of your 
purchase to the foundation.  This is Albertson’s 
money not yours.  This is paid to the foundation 
quarterly.  Should you have an Albertsons in 
your community why not check to see if they 
support this program or a similar program that 
would benefit your city or town?  In 
Albuquerque you can call 246 – 9244 and ask 
for your Community Partners card. For more 
information on the Barrett House Foundation 
you can go into www.barrettfoundation.org to 
see how they work in the community.  



 9 

Hopefully, this community involvement will 
help in our recruiting efforts as there could be 
some volunteers that are RV’ers.   
 
Go to the State website www.nmgoodsam.com, 
check our luncheon and camping schedule. 
Please join us for one or both.     
 
EAST MOUNTAIN SUN CHASERS 

Janet Beard, President 
�
We had a great year of camping.  We gained 
some campers but unfortunately a few have left 
our chapter.  But we are still trying to get more 
families to join our group.  We have several that 
are interested and we hope they will join our 
happy group.  We are always looking for more 
campers for our roster. Our campouts have taken 
us to some familiar places and some new places.  
I think our favorite was Sky Mountain in 
Chama.  They really made us feel welcome with 
a banner and bending over backwards to help us.  
We are heading back up there again in August.  
We are having a joint campout with the Zia 
Roamers in Chama.  We will also have a joint 
campout with the Manzanitas Sams in July in 
Eagle Nest.  Any group that would like to join 
us, please do. Our schedule is on the NM Good 
Sam website.  We have lots of great food and 
conversations.  With half of our group still 
working we try to keep within 200 miles of 
Albuquerque.  We have been to Santa Fe, Las 
Vegas, T or C and Eagle Nest.  We are going to 
Chama and Tucumcari in August and October.   
 
ELDORADO ROADRUNNERS 

Pat Stewart, President 
 
After growing weary of conducting 
meetings at the fire station, we changed our 
venue.  Since then we’ve met in private 
dining rooms at several restaurants.  You 
know that Santa Fe has many, many 

restaurants.  We have yet to meet in the 
same place twice.  Our membership is 
changing geographically, too.  Original 
members of the Roadrunners were all from 
Eldorado, a small community a little 
southeast of Santa Fe.  Now, four out of 
eighteen member couples live on the 
opposite side of Santa Fe.  In fact, one of our 
couples lives in Taos. 
 
We raffled an I-Pod Touch, sold unwanted 
items at a community flea market and held 
50-50 drawings at every meeting.  These 
activities generated our cash donations to 
Dogs for the Deaf, the Eldorado Volunteer 
Fire and Rescue and the Esperanza Shelter 
for Battered Families. 
 
Our 2009 
Wagonmaster 
lined out 
great 
destinations 
for last year’s 
trips; Pancho 
Villa State 
Park, Grants, 
Carlsbad and 
Pie Town in New Mexico and Pagosa 
Springs and the Great Sand Dunes in 
southern Colorado.  We gathered during the 
late autumn for a steak cookout in the 
Stewarts’ home and shared a Christmas pot 
luck dinner in the Griffins’ home where our 
new officers were inducted. 
 
Speaking of officers, we don’t have a 
specific person serving as Wagonmaster this 
year.  Instead, we have a committee of three 
who will share the Wagonmaster 

responsibilities.  We’ll let you know how 
this works out, but we have great 
expectations!  In the planning stages for 
trips this year are; Creede, Colorado and 
several places in New Mexico; Jemez 
Springs, Roswell, Ruidoso, Soccorro, Angel 
Fire, Rociada and Taos.  We’ll put the 
schedule on our website as soon as it is 
finalized.  Having received more than the 
normal amount of snow in Santa Fe this 
winter we are all anxious to get out and go 
camping!  And that’s what it’s all about.  
Right? 
 
“M” MOUNTAIN SAMS 

Judy Greer, Historian 
 
Hello everyone! We apologize for missing the 
deadline for the March Gazette! My BAD!!! So 
here we go starting in September 2009! Ten rigs 
cut through brush, trailed through arroyos, and 
climbed tall hills to reach Gallup for the Fall 
Samboree!!! What a grand place to camp, right 
up next to Red Rock! The view is awesome 
along with an awesome Samboree! We 
definitely stimulated the economy in Gallup, 
taking home oodles of turquoise and trinkets, as 
well as leaving stimulus at the casino! Our very 
own Melvin and Terry Towner were chosen for 
the Golden Halo Award and we were all so very 
proud of them. CONGRATULATIONS, 
MELVIN AND TERRY! 
 
BALLOONS, BALLOONS, BALLOONS. 
Twelve rigs caravanned to the Balloon Fiestas in 
Albuquerque for our annual October campout. 
The RV park is right across from the Balloon 
Museum and the balloons ascended and then 
flew directly over us. The RV park provided a 
bus to take us to and from the Balloon Park 
throughout the day and evening! It was 
fabulous!!! 
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November was a monthly meeting with 
discussion and planning of our Christmas party. 
We decided to have a progressive dinner starting 
at Carmen Soleus’ home for hors d’oeuvres; 
Isabel and Ruben Savedras’ home for salad; 
Terry and Melvin’s for turkey and dressing, ham 
and trimmings and finally at Joe and Nellie 
Voelkers’ for wonderful desserts. We also 
finished stuffing our goody bags for the Good 
Sams Nursing Home in Socorro so we could 
take them before Christmas. We had purchased 
bibs (aprons) for the residents along with other 
miscellaneous items. They were sure happy with 
them. 
 
January and February found most of us still in 
the winter mode. Several rigs went to Quartzite, 
AZ. in January, leaving after one weekand going 
off in different directions. We held our monthly 
meeting in February with the main topic, FUND 
RAISING. We had been working on our chapter 
cookbook and were getting anxious to see it 
finished. We had a really great time sharing our 
favorite recipes and then seeing them in print. 
We will definitely meet all our financial 
obligations this year. 
 
March we had reservations at Hidden Valley RV 
Park in Deming with the Dona Ana Peppers. Six 
rigs caravanned and all had a great time. April 
was the Spring Samboree in Hobbs. WOW, what 
a great time we had with nine rigs making the 
trip. Great job, State Good Sams!! For the month 
of May six rigs took another trip south to Tor C 
for the Ralph Edwards Fiesta. For the first two 
days the wind was terrible, then on Saturday – 
VOILA!!! Beautiful weather for the parade. Of 
course, it deteriorated throughout the day with 
wind and rain but we had a good time anyway. 
On Saturday night we danced to music by Larry 
Van Landingham’s cousin from Nashville. He is 
a really great singer and dancing in the dirt and 
rocks was quite an experience. In June we were 
at Bluewater for three days. Our State Officers 

then went on to Gallup for a pre-Samboree 
meeting. July is scheduled to be at the Hidden 
Valley RV Park in Tijeras Canyon, August is 
Hondah, AZ, and September is, of course at the 
Fall State Samboree in Gallup. October will be 
the Balloon Fiesta in Albuquerque. November 
and December are still pending. 
 
Even though we have been having great 
campouts with good attendance, we have had a 
sorrowful 2010 with the passing of our family 
members. Melvin Towner’s father, “Pappy” Earl 
Towner, passed away in February; Isabel 
Savedra and Frances Cases lost their mother, 
Rose Valencia, in March and then our own Elma 
Ewing passed away in May! MAY GOD BLESS 
THEM ALL! 
 
Happy Trails to everyone, wave when you pass 
and we’ll wave back!! Until we meet again!! 
 
MANZANITA SAMS 

John Brink, State Director 
 
The Manzanita Sams Chapter of the Good Sam 
Club was formed during the winter of 1976 and 
has been one of New Mexico’s very active 
chapters through the years. Unfortunately, the 
membership has reduced due to illness and 
attrition with an aging group during recent years.  
The Manzanita Sams ended the year of 2009 
with the decision to give up their charter due to 
the ill health of many who were unable to 
continue RVing. Rather than de-charter, 4 of the 
members agreed to pay their 2010 dues to give 
the chapter the opportunity to be rehabilitated. 
Some members of State Staff, the East Mountain 
Sun Chasers and the Zia Roamers joined the 
chapter and have been assisting in recruiting 
new members. The chapter has been holding 
monthly luncheon meetings and is now up to 13 
members. They have planned their first campout 
in Eagle Nest, July 16-18, along with the East 
Mountain Sun Chasers. The next Manzanita 

Sams Luncheon Meeting will be at Mario’s 
Pizzeria & Ristorante at 5700 4th NW on 
Saturday, August 7th  at 11:00 AM. 
 
MESILLA VALLEY SAMS 

Ken Perrone, President 
 
The Mesilla Valley Sams have been extremely 
active since the last newsletter. We have 
doubled the size of our chapter and had some 
great times doing it. In December we had our 
yearly Christmas party at the Olive Garden in El 
Paso. We exchanged gifts and had a great meal. 
 
In January we did not have a campout but 
continued to have our monthly get togethers. 
We usually have a business meeting and a 
luncheon during the month at a place voted on  
by the members. 
 
We started our campouts again in February 
when we camped at the Boothill RV Park in 
Alamogordo. The campground gave us a great 
rally rate and we enjoyed visiting the 
surrounding attractions, playing games and just 
socializing with those in attendance. We had 
seven rigs attend this function. 
 
March brought us to the Cielo Vista RV resort in 
TorC. Again, we had seven rigs in attendance. 
We visited the old mining and ghost town of 
Chloride and went through the Geronimo 
museum. Of course we never miss a chance to 
check out the local restaurant choices of the 
natives. 
 
Of course April was the Spring Samboree in 
Hobbs. We had five rigs attend and even though 
the weather did not cooperate, a good time was 
had by all. 
 
Each month we have our end of the month 
coffee where we gather, eat and share  
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experiences of the month. Members really look 
forward to these get togethers and a great time is 
had by all. 
 
This about covers our activities and we look 
forward to seeing everyone in September in 
Gallup 
 
NM COMPUTER SAMS 

Wilma Dewey, Vice President 
 

Are you a loner?  Do you like to share and visit 
with people?  Do you have a talent to design 
things like ads, posters, signs, etc.?  Most 
important, do you like to work?  Well, we have a 
place for you.  We do all of that and much more.  
The Computer Sams Chapter of the Good Sams 
is a state-wide chapter with members from other 
chapters all over the state of New Mexico.  Our 
goal is to assist the state organization.  Thus far 
that has been in the area of publishing The 
Gazette and behind the scenes at the Samborees.  
When I joined I didn’t even know how to turn a 
computer on, but I had the desire to learn and 
love to work. 
 
The Computer Sams have the same trouble as 
any other group.  We are losing people to old 
age and illness.  We need new members.  Most 
of our current members serve on the State Staff, 
which means double duty.  We are having a 
meeting at Red Rock and would like to take this 
opportunity to invite you to sign up on our 
signup sheet and come visit us.  There’s no 
obligation at this time but we would challenge 
you to at least investigate the possibility of 
adding a new dimension to your life. 
 
 

 
SUNRISE SAMS 

Nancy Breyer, Secretary 
 
We ended the 2009 year with our Chapter intact 
and began making plans for 2010. With our new 
officers in place, we set out to plan outings to 
include as many members as possible. 

Different couples came forward to trail boss 
their favorite places.  We encouraged two 
couples to head each outing so as to avoid 
cancellations if one couple came up with a 
personal conflict. 

Many of our group sought warmer climates 
during the first two months of the year. March 
found us in Elephant Butte where we enjoyed 
good cooking and games.  Even though it was 
windy, we toured the local town and lake areas.  
We all contributed to make it a fun trip.  

April was the outing to the Samboree in Hobbs. 
We volunteered to run the Good Sam Store. 
There were many games and evening activities 
and a good time was shared by old and new 
friends.   

May was the trip to Silver City where we always 
take in the hospitality of the KOA campground 
with their ice cream social. There is much local 
history to keep everyone occupied. The town 
with its varied shops and restaurants is simply a 
great place to visit. 

June was set aside for the Golden Eagle Park in 
Eagle Nest. With Taos and Red River nearby, 
there is lots to see and the fishing is excellent.  

August is an open month and then it’s back to 
Gallup to see our friends and enjoy the many 
planned activities.  

October has become a special time for us to visit 
the Oktoberfest in Ruidoso. November is the 
yearly trip to Columbus and the Pink Store in 
Mexico. We will also have our Good Sam clean 
up day and our annual summer BBQ.   

That leaves the December holiday party and 
potluck with a special singer planned for this 
year. We will celebrate the swearing in of the 
new officers for 2011 and thank the outgoing 
officers for their help and service during 2010.       

 
ZIA ROAMERS 

Barbara Newman, President 
 
It is the beginning of June and I need to 
write this article for you to read in July.   We 
had a great turnout for the Samboree in 
Hobbs. The Zias furnished a great meal on 
Friday night, our members won lots of 
awards and the chapter won the award for 

the largest 
number in 
attendance.  
Health issues, 
hip surgeries, 
knee surgeries, 
oral surgeries, 

pneumonia, falls, etc., and two deaths have 
plagued our Chapter this year.  We have 
gotten off to a slow start for our camping 
season.  Maybe this 100+ weather will help 
get us healthy again.  We have a great lineup 
of campouts planned for the rest of the 
season. We hope to see you all at the Fall 
State Samboree where we invite you to 
come to the breakfast prepared by the Zia 
Roamers. 
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THE FUTURE OF GOOD SAM IN NEW MEXICO 
John Brink, State Director 

 
I worry about what Good Sam in New Mexico will look like 10 years from 
now. If we continue along the present path, the future does not look bright. 
Many of the chapters will have fallen along the wayside. We can do a lot 
better than that, but it takes work. 
 
Granted, we are not kids anymore and yes, most of us are retired. We only 
retired from our employment, not from our responsibilities. As members of a 
Chapter, we have enjoyed the travels, the campouts and the fellowship. 
Unfortunately, many feel they have retired from responsibility. Many 
chapters have difficulty getting members to hold office, and when many take 
an office, they are inclined to do only what is necessary to maintain the status 
quo. There is no real effort to bring in new members and the present 
membership gradually declines. The rest of the story is obvious. 
 
All chapter members have the responsibility to pass on what they have 
enjoyed in chapter life and if anything, to improve it for the next generation. 
Everyone that is able owes it to their chapter to hold office and to work at 
recruiting. Plan your campouts for Friday through Sunday. The retired folks 
can go a day or two early, if they wish, but it enables working folks to be part 
of your chapter. If your campout scheduling eliminates those that are still 
working, you are being very selfish and are showing no concern for the 
future of your chapter. 
 
Plan occasional Saturday luncheon meetings and make phone calls to Good 
Sam members in your area to invite them to enjoy lunch with the group to get 
acquainted. Your Assistant State Director can provide you with information 
including phone numbers by zip code of the Good Sam members. There are 
nearly 12,000 Good Sam members in New Mexico and about 95% of them 
are not currently members of chapters.  
 
Has your Chapter made a Chapter Brochure? See Tab 3 of your Chapter 
President’s Notebook for information to include. Take your Chapter 
Brochure or make a one page promotional handout about your chapter and 
place a supply of them at your local RV Dealers and Repair Centers. Your 
Chapter Brochure, your Chapter webpage on the State website and any 
promotional handout should all be similar. 
 
����������	
���
����������������  Annual Membership Recruiting 
Awards will be given to 3 chapters that have increased their membership in 
excess of 25 percent over the previous year. The awards will be given at the 

Spring Samboree and will be based on the paid membership on the first of 
January of the prior year and of the current year. The three available awards 
are: First Place, $100.00, Second Place, $75.00 and Third Place, $50.00. 
 
Let’s all work at making a difference for the future of our chapters. Please be 
sure we pass on the great times and fellowship we have all enjoyed. 
 

OUR CHARITIES NEED YOUR HELP 
 
Wherever we hold our New Mexico Samborees, we look for a charitable 
organization that can use our help. For several years now we have helped the 
MANUELITO NAVAJO CHILDREN’S HOME with our donations. Last 
year we decided to add another, THE LITTLE SISTERS OF THE POOR. 
 
The Children’s Home currently houses ten children who need our help with 
canned goods, new or used computers with Windows XP, Ice Melt, and of 
course your check is always welcome. The Ice Melt is used in the winter to 
salt the walkways and can be found on sale at this time of year. These 
donations can be dropped off in one of two white boxes located in the lobby 
and auditorium. 
 
Little Sisters of the Poor is a home for indigent adults. The highlight of these 
individuals’ lives is an occasional trip to the local Dairy Queen. We want to 
help them by purchasing DQ cards. Any money in the Book Exchange box 
will be used for this purpose. 
 
Check your cupboards and/or your pockets and help us help these two 
worthwhile organizations. 
 
ROAD TRIP 

Bill Weatherford, NW Assistant Director 
 

John Brink, New Mexico Good Sam State Director, who was unable to go, 
asked Judy and me if we would represent New Mexico at the 
Manitoba/Northwest Ontario Samboree in early June.  We said yes and 
packed the rig and left Albuquerque May 22 on our way to Winnipeg, 
Manitoba. 
 
Winnipeg is a great place to visit.  There’s a lot to see and do and we tried to 
see and do a lot of it in the few days we had there.  The only problem was the 
rain.  There was entirely too much of that.  According to the residents, this 
has been one of the wettest years in recent memory. 
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The Samboree was interesting and a lot of fun.  They don’t play table games, 
but do play snake, bocce, 
sandbag baseball, and 
sandbag toss.  One of the 
things they had was a 
Golf Cart Challenge.  
Each team of two, a driver 
and a navigator, had to 
maneuver a golf cart 
through a course laid out 
using small orange plastic 
cones.  Doesn’t sound too 
tough, right?  It wasn’t, 
except the driver had to 
wear a blindfold and 
depend on spoken instructions from the navigator.  The navigator could not 
touch the driver, the steering wheel, or the on-off switch except in case of an 
emergency.  Judy and I didn’t win anything, but we were the first to make it 
through the course without hitting any of the plastic cones.  By the way, she 
drove, I navigated.  Does that tell you anything about not hitting cones? 

 
All the activities were at 
the Manitoba Agricultural 
Museum in Austin, a 
small town west of 
Winnipeg.  The museum 
has one of the largest 
collections of vintage 
farm machinery in the 
world.  It is also host to an 
annual “Thresherman’s 
Reunion” when some of 
the old steam tractors are 
activated to show how 

they were used.  While we were there, one of the tractors pulled a trailer we 
rode on to tour the displays of machinery and tractors. 
 
On our way home we stayed in the International Peace Garden, on the border 
between Canada and the U.S.  It is beautiful, even if we were too early for all 
the flowers.  One of the displays here is made from steel beams recovered 
from the World Trade Center after 9/11.  We also visited Mt. Rushmore and 
Crazy Horse Mountain.  Mt. Rushmore is impressive, but Crazy Horse is awe 
inspiring. 

This trip took us through parts of Oklahoma, Texas, Kansas, Nebraska, North 
and South Dakota, Wyoming, and Colorado, plus the Canadian province of 
Manitoba.  We also did a quick detour in the car into Minnesota, just so we 
could say we had been there. 
 
It’s good to be home and we look forward to seeing you at the Samboree in 
Gallup. 
 

TEN PERCENT COMMISSION FOR CHAPTERS 
John Brink, State Director 

 
The State Committee approved a ten percent commission for chapters selling 
Website Sponsor Ads. The Gazette, now on the State Website, no longer 
includes advertising. Our Sponsors can now have their own page of 
advertising on our website. 
 
Please acquaint yourself with the ads of our sponsors already on 
www.nmgoodsam.com. See the sponsor link box at the top right of the home 
page under the Good Sam logo. Just click on the phrase “click to view 
sponsor pages” at the bottom of the box. Note that the ads are categorized 
and the Gold Sponsors have a link to the sponsor’s own website. The prices 
of ads, which run for a full 12 months, are: 
GOLD SPONSOR with Link to Sponsor’s Website: 

Full Page (8½ X 11) $100.00 
SILVER SPONSOR without Link: 

Full Page (8½ X 11)   $75.00 
Half Page    $60.00 
Quarter Page    $40.00 
Business Card    $25.00 

 
You can advise potential sponsors that our website has been getting well over 
1000 hits per month and February had over 1900 hits. Potential sponsors 
quickly recognize the value of being on our website, particularly once they 
see some of the Sponsor Webpages with links to their own website. Your 
chapter president can provide you with the Webpage Sponsor Forms which 
include the instructions you will need. Selling Website Sponsor Ads will help 
your state organization and your chapter. You will be providing a valuable 
service for the RV dealers; RV service and repair shops; RV parks, RV parts 
and supply stores and other businesses that will benefit from the many Good 
Sam members and RV Owners that visit the State Website. There are nearly 
12,000 Good Sam Members in New Mexico
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. HELLO ARTISTS AND CRAFTERS! 
������������	
���
���

�

Do you do metal artwork, carve, knit or quilt? Do you physically create 
anything from some type of material? Then we have a place for you to 
exhibit your handiwork and perhaps receive a ribbon or certificate. We will 
have a Craft Show at the Fall Samboree in Gallup. September is fast 
approaching but you still have time to finish any of those craft projects you 
have started. There should be a category for any hand-made item that you 
bring. If you are thinking about possibly taking part in this activity, contact 
your chapter president. John Brink had the list of categories and lots placed 
in the President’s packet at the Spring Samboree in Hobbs. Last year’s show 
was down a little but the items were excellent. I am always amazed at the 
work and detail that go into so many projects. We are looking forward to a 
great show this year. 
 
Thanks again to everyone who competed last year and we are looking 
forward to seeing new projects this year. 
 
If you have any questions you can email me, Dottie Lee, at leedo@yucca.net. 
Just be sure and put craft show or Good Sams in the subject line, please. You 
can also reach me by phone at (575)356-8063. 
 

HELP NEEDED TEACHING GAMES 
 
We have had many requests for someone to teach the games we play at the 
Samboree. In the past we have asked chapters to take on this responsibility. 
Now we are seeking individuals who are willing to do this. If you know how 
to play a game, you can teach that game. We will be ever grateful for your 
help. We plan to do this on Tuesday, September 14th, during the day. Please 
call John Brink at 505-604-8032 if you can help. 
 

BALLOON RIDES 
 

Bill Lee, Executive Director of the Gallup-McKinley County Chamber of 
Commerce, and a good friend to the NM Good Sam Organization, has not 
only offered to arrange a Balloon Glow for our Samboree, but is also offering 
Balloon Rides at a discounted price to Good Sam members.  
 

The ride itself lasts from 1 to 1½ hours but you need to allow 3 to 3½ hours 
for the total experience. Bill advises you should dress in layers as it is quite 
cold at the start and can be very warm as you finish the ride. Also, no open 
toe shoes. The special Good Sam price is $120.00 per person. 
 
Those interested may either call Bill at 505-979-2012 or e-mail him at 
ballooningadventures@hotmail.com. Be sure to mention you are with Good 
Sam. 
 
   OTHER REGION 2 SAMBOREES 
 

September 10-12- 2010 
Colorado Samboree 
Chaffee County Fairgrounds, Salida 
$55.00 coloradogoodsam.org 

 
September 23-25, 2010 
Nevada Cowboy Up 
Winnemucca Events Center, Winnemucca 
$65.00 rllechien@aol.com 

 
March 2-5, 2011 
Arizona – Great American Sports Fest 
Yuma County Fairgrounds, Yuma 
$90.00 joyceinmesa@yahoo.com 

 
CHAPTER RIBBONS 

  
Bulldog Sams            12 
Cactus Sams  7 
Caveman Sams  2 
Conestoga Sams 6 
Duke City Sams 1 
Los Paisanos  1 
M Mtn Sams  8 
Mesilla Valley Sams 3 
Sierra Sams            11 
Tucum Sams  2 
Zia Roamers  7 
Sunshine Sams              5 
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GAME CHAIRMEN STILL NEEDED!!! 
 
We have twenty-three chapters in our state and we normally have fourteen 
games, including bowling and golf, that we offer at our Samborees. Four of 
our game tournaments do not have a chairman. The four are 42, Bean Bag, 
Hand and Foot, and Bridge.  
 
The Zia Roamers have volunteered to chair two games and do a breakfast; M 
Mountain Sams volunteered to man the store and help in Registration; Sierra 
Sams volunteered to chair Skip Bo and Golf; and the Conestoga Sams 
volunteered to serve donuts and chair Mexican Train. In addition to these 
four chapters, five others (Mimbres Valley, Tucum Sams, Duke City Sams, 
Bulldog Sams, and 3 River Sams) volunteered to chair one game each. That 
makes nine chapters doing their share and more. 
 
We need another four chapters to step forward and chair one the four games 
mentioned above. Please call Games Chairman, Norma Sparks at 575-835-
1814 or John Brink at 505-604-8032 to offer your help so these 4 games can 
be included in the tournament play 
 
 
    Game sign up for 2010 Fall Samboree 
 
Game   Chapter  Requested by 
42    
Bean Bag 
Bean Bag Baseball Zia Roamers  Barbara Newman 
Bridge         
Bowling  Mimbres Valley  Jan Menter 
Chicken Foot  Tucum Sams  Duane Bradley 
Golf   Sierra Sams  Harv Kleinstiever 
Hand and Foot 
Horseshoes  Duke City Sams Vic Velasquez 
Mexican Train  Conestoga Sams Doug Toombs 
Pinochle  Bulldog Sams  Greek Economides 
Sequence  3 Rivers Sams  Richard Sinclair 
Skip Bo   Sierra Sams  Jill Hart 
Washer Toss  Zia Roamers  Leonard Kuntz 
Store   M-Mountain Sams Kathy Richardson 
Breakfast  Zia Roamers  Barbara Newman 
Donuts   Conestoga Sams Doug Toombs 
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         *  indicates recipient is deceased 
Batson, Joe & Ann;  Doña Ana Peppers Sept 2008 
Bradley/Clark, Duane/Pat;  Tucum Sams Apr 1998 
Brink, John & Marji; Zia Roamers Sept 2006 
Brookbank, L. C. & Mae Sept 1996 
Brown, Jr. & Marguerite * ; Caveman Sams Sept 1991 
Browning, Jim & Margaret * Cactus Sams Sept 2002 
Cabot, Bruce & Mozelle May 1995 
Campbell, Cliff * & Ruth *  Sept 1993 
Chiles, Henry * & Hempie, Los Paisanos Sept 1993 
Clotfelter , Cecil & Mary; Conestoga Sams Apr 1997 
Connor, Clarence * & Wilma Apr 1997 
Coonrod, Joe & Winnie * ; Duke City Sams Apr 1997 
Coppock, Don * & Mary * ;  Zia Roamers May 1995 
Coughenour, Warren * & Evelyn; Tucum Sams May 1999 
Creason, Naomi;  Caveman Sams Sept 1995 
Davis, Perry * & Mildred;  Conestoga Sams Sept 1995 
Davis, Clarence & Edith;  Zia Roamers Sept 2006 
Dempsey, Art * & Jane    Cactus Sams Sept 1999 
Dewey, Wilma;   Zia Roamers Sept 2005 
Dexter, Dex * & Grace *   Zia Roamers Sept 1997 
Drexler, George & Joyce; Duke City Sams Sept 2008 
Dufour, Jules & Mary; Pajarito Sams Sept 2005 
Economides, Floyd “Greek” & Belle; Bulldog Sams Sept 1998 
Edgar, Jerry & Joanna;  Mesilla Valley Sams May 1999 
Ewing, Floyd & Elma* DA Peppers/MMtn               Sept 2004 
Faller, Robert & Ethel, Doña Ana Peppers Sept 1993 
Felton, Bill & Joy Sept 1998 
Ford, Cliff & Gerry * ; Tumbleweeds Sept 1997 
Fowler, Jr & Zue Anne;  Tucum Sams                        Sept 2004 
Gholson, Sammy & Sue;  Tucum Sams May 1995 
Goebel, Marty * & Diana * ;  Zia Roamers Sept 1998 
Hamilton, John & Genevieve; Tumbleweeds Sept 1999 
Harrison, Geneva;  Zia Roamers Sept 2003 
Harshey, Lloyd & Adeline * ; Los Paisanos May 1993 
Harshey, Joe;  Los Paisanos May 1993 
Hoffer , Art * & Clara;  Doña Ana Peppers Sept 1994 
Hoke, Russ * & Bennie, Los Paisanos May 1993 
Honey, Francis & Barbara; Pajarito Sams Sept 1999 
Houston, Kendall * & Sylvia,  Sandy Sams Sept 1993 
Hutchison, Gene & Thelma, Zia Roamers May 1999 
Irwin, Bill & Nita, Sandy Sams  May 1996 
Johnson, Claud & Kay; Bulldog Sams Sept 2005 
Joiner, Jim & JoAnn; Go Go Sams May 1996 
Jones, Lee & Pat;  Duke City Sams Apr 1994 
King, Bo * & Frankye; Conestoga Sams Apr 1994 
Kirby , Richard *  & June * ; Zia Roamers Sept 2000 

Kuntz, Leonard & Susie; Zia Roamers Sept 2001 
Kyle, Homer & Betty;  Sandy Sams May 1993 
Lindsey, Bob & Barbara; Duke City Sams Sept 1998 
Locke, Elvin “Jack” * & Eloise *  Zia Rmrs May 1999 
Luzier, Lou * & Shirley May 1993 
Maes,  Robert “Bob” & Marie; Gitanos deSantaFe   Sept 2004 
Mansker, J. C. & Norene *  Sept 1993 
McCormick, Everett & Ruby;  Go Go Sams May 1999 
McIlvain, Thomas *  & Martha;  Caveman Sams Sept 1996 
McMath, Jack & Bertha;  Caveman Sams  May 1995 
McPeters, Lloyd * & Ruth * ; Zia Roamers Sept 1995 
Miller, Jim & Alice * ; Siesta Sams Sept 1996 
Miller, Frank * & Pat;  Zia Roamers Sept 1996 
Mitchell, Arnult & Rose Marie;  Caveman Sams Sept 1994 
Moore, Ken & Joyce; Bulldog Sams Sept 2007 
Morrow, Owen & Leola; Caveman Sams May 1996 
Mosley, Ruben (Moe) & Mary; Cactus Sams Sept 2007 
Nabors, Bill & Claudine; Caveman Sams Sept 2002 
Newsom, Dean & Mattie “Bones”; Bulldog Sams  Apr 1997 
Osborne, Bob & Esther * ;  Los Amigos Sept 1994 
Parson, Frank & Helen  Apr 1994 
Pelton, Earl * & Helen; Bulldog Sams Sept 1992 
Perry, Bill * & Dottie; Tumbleweeds Sept 1992 
Petersen, Ron & Trudy; Zia Roamers Sept 1996 
Purvis, Don & Lori; Siesta Sams  Sept 1996 
Ribbach,  Jack & Marlayne;  Cactus Sams Sept 2006 
Richardson, Gene * & Jo;  Tucum Sams Sept 1997 
Richardson, Roy & Lola; Hi Plains Sams Sept 2002 
Ross, John * & Vivian * ; Zia Roamers May 1993 
Rutledge, Preston * & Grace *  Sept 1992 
Scheller, George & Laverne, Connestoga Sams   Sept 2009 
Skaggs, George *  Sept 1992 
Stewart, Maurise & Joyce;  Bulldog Sams  Apr 1998 
Stone, Orville * & Ruth  * ; Zia Roamers Sept 1995 
Talbot, Les & Edith; Duke City Sams May 1993 
Thielman, Del & Sharon; Cactus Sams Sept 2004 
Tipton, H. L. * & Louise *; Zia Roamers Sept 1995 
Towner, Melvin & Terry, M-Mountain Sams Sept 2009 
Trent , Lee * & Billie *  May 1993 
Walker , Edd & Nora *  May 1995 
Warford , Audie & Sara; Siesta Sams  Sept 1995 
Warren, Bo & Louise;  Zia Roamers Sept 2005 
Watts, David * & Irene * ; Mesilla Valley  Sept 1991 
Weatherford, Bill & Judy; Zia Roamers Sept 2008 
Wilson, Fred * & Mary * ; Zia Roamers May 1996 
Winn, Marshall & Effie *;  Oil Patch Sams Sept 1994 
Whitaker, Allean;  Zia Roamers Sept 2006 
Younger, Leroy & Dorothy;  Bulldog Sams Sept 1995 
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Thursday, September 16 

Leave at 8:00 am 
Tee off at 8:30 am 
$17.00 - with cart  

 

Gallup Municipal Golf Course 
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Wed, Thur, Sat, Sun Mornings   
Coffee & Donuts  

 
Thursday, Potluck Dinner 

 
Friday Breakfast – Sausage, Pancakes & 

Juice 
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Wednesday, September 15 

See Program for time & place 
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Saturday, September 18, 2:00 pm 
 

Bring Your Pet 
 

All Pets Are Winners 
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Friday, September 17  
Leave at 8:30 am 
Bowl at 9:00 am 

 

3 games, $4.50 includes shoes and ball 
 

Gal-A-Bowl 
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Concealed Weapons 

Advice On Turquoise Jewelry  
 

AND MORE 
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ALL CHAPTER CHAIRMEN WHO HAVE SIGNED UP TO RUN GAME S  
PLEASE MEET IN ROOM E ON TUESDAY AFTERNOON AT 4:00 PM 

 
�


���	���	���
��������
���	�
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�
REMEMBER YOUR CHAPTER FLAGS FOR TUESDAY’S OPENING C EREMONIES 



 18 

��
�����
�#���$%� �����&� '��$(!������������ ��
�!� ��!��)��&�������
Non-perishable food items, canned good, Ice Melt, new or used computers with Windows XP 

 
 

 

FALL SAMBOREE INTERTAINMENT 

Wednesday Evening Entertainment 

We are looking forward to more Jam 
Session/Talent Show talent in Gallup. 
Please convince your talented members to 
join in and share their talent with all of us. 
Maybe your chapter would like to put on a 
skit. If you sing, dance, play the mouth 
harp, perform magic tricks, etc., we need 
you to be part of our Wednesday evening 
entertainment. 

 
 

Thursday Evening Entertainment 

 
Sarah Michelle Getto was born 
blind and with a severe cleft 
palate. She began teaching herself 

to play the piano at the age of 
three. In addition to the piano, she 
now plays the violin, guitar, bass, 
and autoharp. In her early teens, 
Sarah started composing music in many styles, including Country, Pop, adult 

Contemporary, Classical and Christian. Singing and playing all of the 
harmony and instrumentation on her CDs, Sarah does her recording in her 
very own studio.  
 
Sarah was mainstreamed through Norman Public Schools in Oklahoma 
where she learned Braille. She graduated from high school with a 4.0 GPA 
and from SOSU with a degree in Music Education. She now wants to travel 
the country for a couple of years before beginning her teaching career 
 

Sarah is an inspiration to audiences of all ages. 

 
 

Friday Evening Entertainment 

COUNTRY GOLD 
(Just the Good Old Stuff) 

Emil & Bonnie 
Schoenrock from 
the Black Hills of 
South Dakota 
pride themselves 
in playing good 
old country music. 
Emil has been 
playing the guitar 
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since 1962 and Bonnie has played bass guitar since 1968. They 
had a country band for 25 years and enjoyed every 
engagement. 
In 2002 they purchased a motor home and started out to see the 
USA, playing music on the way. They found out that the Good Sam 
Samborees had jam sessions and played in their first One in 
Missouri in 2002. Since that time they have attended 90 Samborees 
and played in most of them. 
Emil loves to sing Merl Haggert & Hank Williams songs but also does 
many of the other greats. Bonnie likes Kitty Wells best and also does 
many of the others. She does have a captured song, “Help Me Make It 
Thru The Night” that really fits our time and is sure to make you smile 
and enjoy. 
Come and join us in song and fun at the New Mexico Samboree in Gallup. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday Evening Entertainment 

Young At Heart Choir 
 
The Young at Heart Choir is a community choir performing at churches, 
retirement homes, and community events throughout the New Mexico area 

and other states around the USA. The group is comprised of members from 
the greater Rio Grande area. There are nineteen different denominations 
represented in the 120 members, whose ages range from 55 to 97 years. 
Presently, the group performs an average of three concerts a month and 
travels nationally twice a year at its own expense.  
 
 

 
 

 
 
Awesome! Energetic! Fun!...breaks the mold as far as Senior Adult 
stereotype! Since this remarkable group received extraordinary reviews 
when they performed for us at the Spring Samboree in Hobbs, we have  
invited them back for a very enjoyable encore. 
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SUGGESTION BOX 

 
As a First Timer, At Large Attendee,  I 
was highly disappointed at the lack of 
friendliness at the Samboree. It may have 
been due to our residence being Texas 
rather than New Mexico. We were 
greeted at parking by a couple who were 
very friendly and helpful, the lady who 
registered us, and two couples from the 
Oil City Sams of Odessa, Texas 
immediately following the First Timers 
Reception. After that introduction, we 
were never approached with 
introductions, invitations to join in any 
games, or just general conversation by 
anyone other than vendors. This was our 
first and probably our last Samboree. 
L. D. Osborn, Midland, TX 
�  We sincerely hope this will not be your 
last Samboree in New Mexico or any other 
state and we apologize for the unfriendliness 
you encountered. It was certainly not 
intentional and not because you were from 
Texas as we were very pleased to have 
twenty-five rigs from your state and a total 
of thirty-three from eight different states. 
The out of state attendees accounted for 
twenty-five percent of our attendance and 
we appreciate each and every one of you and 
we thank you for coming.  You have made 
us aware of a problem and we will all strive 
to do better in the future.  
 
This is our first Samboree and we are so 
pleased with how it has been run. You 
guys (& gals) are great. 

Kay & Gene Peterson, Bulldog Sams 
 
Everyone has been very nice and friendly. 
It has been relaxed and had a lot of time 
to visit and get acquainted. We have 
enjoyed this. 
Thelma Hudson, Oil City Sams, Odessa, 
TX 
 
Door Prize for participants (who live) 
longest distance from Rally. 
Norm Denke, Rapid City, SD 
�  Some Samborees recognize the attendee 
that travelled the greatest distance. We will 
add that to our agenda. 
 
Soft drinks, tea or lemonade available to 
purchase for those who like a cold drink. 
Kathy Richardson, M Mountain Sams 
�  We had a chapter that was going to do 
this last year for the Samboree in Gallup, but 
they opted out due to lack of member 
participation. It would be a good fund-raiser 
for a chapter and we will try again. 
 
It would be nice if you would put a page 
on the NM website giving an over-view of 
the Samboree, (The Gazette comes out 
way late) such as: how many rigs, those 
out of state, what groups won how many 
ribbons, any interesting tidbits, etc. 
Something each group can use to promote 
the next Samboree…and even RVers, not 
in Good Sam, might be interested in. 
Ann Bannon, Bulldog Sams 

�  That is a good idea. Please check out the 
New Mexico Website at 
www.nmgoodsam.com  
 
We have had a wonderful time, had so 
much fun, met lots of interesting people, 
love New Mexico. Hope to get to come 
back next year. I think the problem is 
maybe you need to get more vendors. 
Maybe the weather had something to do 
with it. Most of them were bored so they 
went to Casino, because lots of the games 
were cancelled. I don’t know, just an idea. 
Hope to be back next year.  
Duane & Rhonda Shipp, Canton, TX 
�  Between the weather keeping many in 
their rigs and the Casino luring many away, 
the portion of folks in the building was 
generally very poor. The concern about the 
economy, unfortunately, also played a part 
in reducing the attendance of both the 
members and the vendors. Let’s all pray for 
better times again. 
 
Business was very slow. The facility was 
good. Maybe we (the vendors) should 
have been up in the entrance as more 
people would pass by the vendor’s booths. 
I think the Samborees would work better 
if there wasn’t a casino nearby. The 
attendance would be better at the events. 
Dick LaVigne, Zia Roamers & Vendor 
�  The vendors were right in the middle of 
all the activities. Unfortunately, as you point 
out, the customers found other places to be 
due to the weather. 
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SAMBOREE ATTENDANCE BY CHAPTER 
 
We had 131 Rigs at the Hobbs Samboree. There were 33 rigs from out of state of 
which 25 rigs were from Texas. The Bulldog Sams had the largest percentage of 
rigs present and the Zia Roamers had the largest number of rigs. We had 30 First 
Timers. 
 
 
CHAPTER MEMBERS PRESENT PERCENT 
Bulldog Sams 9 6 66.67% 
Cactus Sams 21 11 52.38% 
Conestoga Sams 8 4 50.00% 
Zia Roamers 36 17 47.22% 
M Mountain Sams 19 8 42.11% 
Mesilla Valley Sams 12 5 41.67% 
Manzanita Sams 8 3 37.50% 
Sunrise Sams 19 6 31.58% 
Sierra Sams 10 3 30.00% 
Tucum Sams 17 4 23.53% 
Duke City Sams 13 3 23.08% 
East Mtn Sun Chasers 18 4 22.22% 
Caveman Sams 22 4 18.18% 
Mimbres Valley Sams 21 3 14.29% 
Dona Ana Peppers 10 1 10.00% 
3 River Sams 24 2 8.33% 
Los Paisanos 37 3 8.11% 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WELCOME BAGS AND DOOR PRIZES 
 
We were fortunate to have some very nice items in the 
Welcome Bags and we had 227 Door Prizes. A big THANK 
YOU to the chapters and various individuals who helped by 
obtaining or providing the Bag Stuffers and Door Prizes that 
were enjoyed by all. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It’s not too late to make plans 
to attend the 11th Annual Good 
Sam Rally in Louisville, KY. 

 
The Rally dates are  
July 22 – 25, 2010 

 
www.TheRally.com 
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